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USS VANDEGRIFT 1994 COMMAND HISTORY

Part T

The mission of the USS VANDEGRIFT (FFG-48) is "To provide self
defense and effectivly supplement planned and existing escorts in
the protection of underway replenishment groups, amphibious
forces and military and mercatile shipping against subsurface,
air and surface threats; to conduct ASW operations in conjunction
with other control forces tasked to ensure our use of essential
sea lanes of communications; and be the best at it." From 1
January to 31 December, VANDEGRIFT was homeported in San Diego,
CA. VANDEGRIFT was commanded by CDR David C. Harrison and was
under the administrative command of Destroyer Squadron Thirty-
Three.

Part TT

The following events occurred during 1994.
Date: Event:

10 JAN-25 FEB CSSQT

08 Feb Navigation Check Ride
28 MAR-01 APR CART IIA

21-25 MAR 94 CART IIB

29-30 MAR SESI

03-04 MAY OPPE

09-27 MAY TSTA I

13 MAY CMTQ

30 MAY-01 JUN JPJ Shock Trials

02-06 JUN MAVUS CNO Project

02 JUN-17 JUN COMPTUEX 94-4

07-12 JUN Portland Rose Festival
20 JUN-25 JUN TSTA II

18-19 JUL CORTRAMID

25-29 JUL Magellan Groom

07-12 AUG LMA/3M Inspection
15-19 AUG FEP

22 AUG-03 SEP Magellan II (CNO 1412)
6-11 SEP CSRR

12-16 SEP MEFEX 94-4

17-22 SEP FLEETEX

25 OCT - 25 APR Deployment

25 0OCT-31 OCT MEFEX 94-4 Transitex III
02 NOV-05 DEC VANDEGRIFT SAG CMDR
17-20 NOV JMSDF-USN PASSEX

22 NOV US-HMS PEACOCK PASSEX
30 NOV USN RSN PASSEX

05 DEC CHOP USNAVCENT

23-29 DEC Arabian Gulf AAWC v
24-25 DEC AJMER Opposed Insertion and Takedown

23-31 DEC Arabian Gulf MIO Operations



Part IIT
10 JAN-25 FEB

29-30 MAR

03-04 MAY

The "World Famous Battle Frigate" marked her
return to fleet operations with a landmark
Combat Systems Qualification Trials (CSSQT)
in Jan 1994. During this challenging quali-
fication period, VANDEGRIFT expertly flexed
her newly installed state-of-the-art Mk 92
Mod 6 (CORT) "New Threat Upgrade" weapons
system. The culmination of the trials were
the highly successful firings of three
standard missiles, the Mk 75 76émm gun and the
Close-In-Weapon System (CIWS). Combat
Systems and Operations Department personnel
performed flawlessly throughout the trials.
Analysis of missile telemetry evaluated all
three shots as "kills." VANDEGRIFT's
performance was praised by the inspection
team as the "best Mk 92 Mod 6 performance
seen to date." They also stated that

" [VANDEGRIFT's] crew ... learned, mastered
and employed the CORT/IADT upgrade to
perfection." In addition, VANDEGRIFT
consistently scored high marks with her gun
batteries, destroying two TDU’s and numerous
surface targets in the process. VANDEGRIFT’s
ability to successfully demonstrate the
performance of SM-1 Block VI(B) missiles
against a simulated Exocet threat is
particularly noteworthy in that it represents
a first among Oliver Hazard Perry Class
frigates.

Daily commitment to ordnance management and
strict adherence to the highest standards of
personal qualifications, personnel training
and weapons handling virtually guaranteed
zero explosive safety violations during
VANDEGRIFT'’s inter-deployment cycle. The
effectiveness of VANDEGRIFT's Shipboard
Explosives Safety Program was rigorously
evaluated by NAVSEACENPAC Explosives
Inspection Team - zero major discrepancies
were noted. As a result of Combat systems
Department’s uncompromising commitment to
explosive safety and attention to detail,
VANDEGRIFT not only successfully completed
the SESI but safely conducted three major
ammunition onloads and numerous smaller
handling evolutions without incident or risk
to personnel or equipment.

VANDEGRIFT clearly set the standard for
engineering Excellence in the Pacific Fleet
in 1994. Scheduled several months



13 MAY

30 MAY-17 JUN

20 JUN-25 JUN

earlier in the training cycle than is the
norm, VANDEGRIFT'’s 3-4

May 1994 Operational Propulsion Plant
Examination was extraordinarily successful.
The exam was executed in an extremely
efficient manner, lasting a mere 36 hours
from start to finish. Material Condition was
"EXCELLENT". Cleanliness, Preservation and
Stowage was also graded "EXCELLENT." To
place this tremendous achievement in
perspective, one has only to compare the very
small number of 56 major deficiencies noted
by the Propulsion Examining Board against the
class average of 138. Of particular note, the
PEB Senior Examiner had not previously
assigned a grade of Excellent to any ship
during any OPPE. Firefighting was graded as

"GOOD". VADM Robinson, Commander, Naval
Surface Forces Pacific called VANDEGRIFT'’S
OPPE "...undoubtedly one of the best, and

shortest, FFG-7 OPPE’s ever!"

VANDEGRIFT completed a highly successful
Cruise Missile Tactical Qualification (CMTQ)
in May 1994, six weeks ahead of schedule.

The Combat Systems and Operations Departments
orchestrated an aggressive training program
which allowed the training received during
the Tailored Ship Training Assessment (TSTA
I) to be upgraded to full certification.

Most noteworthy was the high level of
knowledge and performance demonstrated by the
teams despite a large influx of new personnel
since the completion of VANDEGRIFT’s
ten-month extended availability.

On 30 May 1994, VANDEGRIFT conducted a short-
notice underway to support the JOHN PAUL
JONES shock trials, after which VANDEGRIFT
departed the SOCAL Opareas for the Portland
Rose Festival. While enroute Portland,
VANDEGRIFT participated in COMPTUEX 94-4
with USS CHANCELLORSVILLE (COMDESRON ONE FIVE
embarked) and USS MERRILL. Concurrently,
VANDEGRIFT conducted CNO Special Project
"MAVUS" testing of an Unmanned Aerial
Vehicle.

VANDEGRIFT's performance during the TSTA/FEP
process was nothing short of spectacular.
Consistently demonstrating an extremely high
level of warfare proficiency in all areas,
VANDEGRIFT’s performance during FEP was the
best to date in DESRON 33. This



07-12 AUG

22 AUG-03 SEP

accomplishment is even more noteworthy
because it was achieved without the benefit
of a TSTA III period. The only warfare area
not graded at the FEP level was ASW (Sonar)
which could not be adequately evaluated
because of an OBT casualty. This casualty
was the sole equipment problem experienced
during TSTA. VANDEGRIFT successfully
completed 100 percent of her "core" and 97
percent of the basic mission area exercises
during the TSTA training cycle. VANDEGRIFT
emerged from this basic training process on
par with top performing PACFLT ships much
farther advanced in their training cycles.

In the process, VANDEGRIFT successfully
engaged and destroyed three towed surface
targets (ASU-8/18-SF), four towed air targets
(AAW-12/20/21-SF) and successfully conducted
a Mk 46 Rextorp firing. A Total Ship
Survivability (TSS) exercise was satis-
factory completed during the Final Evaluation
Period. VANDEGRIFT'’s Combat Systems Training
Team members were evaluated as "extremely
knowledgeable and proficient in their
respective areas of expertise." VANDEGRIFT's
performance was characterized by LCDR KQRS)
of Afloat Training Group as "the best
performance by a frigate yet." ASW (sonar)
was re-evaluated by CDS-33 as being at the
FEP level 20 Oct 1994.

The many unqualified successes continued
during VANDEGRIFT’s Logistics Management
Assessment/3M Inspection. VANDEGRIFT's
commitment to excellence in material
management was clearly demonstrated by the
extraordinary performance of the supervisors
and maintenance men during this inspection.
Superior administrative ability and technical
skills coupled with superb attention to
detail resulted in the flawless completion of
36 for 36 spotchecks sampled, helping
VANDEGRIFT earn the highest PACFLT 3M
inspection grade ever recorded for a ship of
this class. This extraordinary performance
is another testimony to VANDEGRIFT’s ability
to routinely maintain the highest levels of
material excellence.

Displaying exceptional ASW expertise,
VANDEGRIFT's performance during CNO Special
Project 1214 (Magellan II), conducted 3-18
Aug 94, was flawless. VANDEGRIFT’s ASW team
aggressively integrated traditional



12-22 SEP

25-31 OCT

02 NOV-05 DEC

17-30 NOV

monostatic active and passive sonar with
multi-static Low Frequency Active Acoustic
(LFAA) transmissions and provided a very
comprehensive evaluation of this cutting edge
sonar capability with respect to its useful-
ness in fleet tactical operations in littoral
waters. VANDEGRIFT's superlative performance
contributed significantly to the Navy’s front
line ASW initiatives and won the following
praise from Naval Sea Systems Command: "USS
VANDEGRIFT's total support, enthusiasm and
can-do attitude were evidenced from the first
meeting and throughout the test period. It
was a pleasure working with the professionals
of VANDEGRIFT."

VANDEGRIFT’s performance during COMPTUEX
94-4, FLEETEX 94-1 and MEFEX Phase I, II and
ITIT was aggressive and spirited. VANDEGRIFT
was commended by Commander, DESTROYER
SQUADRON SEVENTEEN for "superlative
performance" during FLEETEX 94-1.

VANDEGRIFT’s flawless performance as OTC/AAWC
for the CTU 35.8.1 three-ship MEF Surface
Action Group won the following praise from
COMDESRON FIVE: Your planning and execution
of numerous advance level exercises as well
as performing duties as MEF SAG AAWC for TU
35.8.1 was superb. VANDEGRIFT’s SOE partici-
pation was characterized by exceptional
enthusiasm and professionalism. From comm
checks to quickdraw gunnery events to the
Mini-MEFEX at PMRF Barking Sands, VANDEGRIFT
participated to the max. You are most
certainly a force to be reckoned with."

After departing Pearl Harbor enroute the
Arabian Gulf, VANDEGRIFT assumed duties as
SAG Commander for the MEF 94-4 three-ship
SAG. During the transit, VANDEGRIFT
coordinated and implemented an intensive
training schedule which prepared the
deploying units for operations in the Arabian
Gulf. Included in this training schedule
were numerous VBSS exercises which proved
invaluable in preparations for Maritime
Interdiction Operations.

VANDEGRIFT acted as overall OTC and AAWC
during USN-JMSDF PASSEX, US-RN PASSEX and
USN-RSN PASSEX. Planning and conducting
challenging exercises in all mission areas,
VANDEGRIFT's exceptional performance helped



03 DEC

23-29 DEC

Part IV

to promote friendly relations between
participating nations and develop mutual
trust and understanding of each navy’s
tactical procedures.

After completing a flawless Straits of
Malacca transit, VANDEGRIFT proceeded to the
Arabian Gulf. While enroute, VANDEGRIFT
received tasking to coordinate and execute an
emergency medical evacuation (MEDEVAC) from
the Japanese merchant ship JINSEI MARU.
VANDEGRIFT's embarked helicopter, Saberhawk
67, flew over 150 miles to the vessel to
rescue an injured crewmember suffering from
severe abdominal wounds. After a brief stop
to refuel, Saberhawk 67 then flew the injured
crewman to Colombo, Sri Lanka medical
facilities. VANDEGRIFT'’s corpsman and
aircrew members worked valiantly to save the
life of the injured crewman. The JINSEI
MARU’s parent company, Tanda Sangyo Kisen
Kaisha, LTD., expressed great gratitude for
VANDEGRIFT’s efforts to save their crew-
member.

VANDEGRIFT's performance as Arabian Gulf
Anti-Air Warfare Commander and "REDCROWN" was
truly superlative. As AAWC, VANDEGRIFT
improved Link 11 interoperability and reduced
net cycle time in a joint warfare
environment, again demonstrating impressive
proficiency in combat systems readiness and
warfare operations.

The following items are included as part of VANDEGRIFT's
Command History 1994.

Welcome Aboard Pamphlet, Including Commanding
Officer’s Biography

Commanding Officer Photograph

Ship Photograph

News Articles
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USS VANDEGRIFT (FFG-48)

The officers and crew in USS VANDEGRIFT (FFG-48) extend to
you our greetings and welcome you aboard the finest guided
missile frigate in the world.

Keel Laid 13 October 1981
Launched 15 October 1982
Commissioned 24 November 1984

USS VANDEGRIFT (FFG-48) is the forty-second ship of the FFG-7
(Oliver Hazard Perry) class. She was built by Todd Pacific Shipyards
Corporation, Seattle, Washington. VANDEGRIFT’s mission is to
escort and protect convoys, underway replenishment groups,
amphibious landing groups and carrier battle groups. VANDE-
GRIFT’s missile, gun and anti-submarine warfare systems, com-
bined with her quick reaction and high-speed capability, make her
a valuable asset in today’s multi-threat environment.

Displacement: 4100 tons
Dimensions: Length 453 ft.
Beam 45 ft.
Draft 25 ft.
Complement: 15 Officers, 186 Enlisted
Propulsion: Two LM-2500 gas turbine engines

producing 40,000 hp;
one shaft with controllable
pitch propeller

Armament: Mark 13 Anti-Aircraft Missile Launcher
Mark 75 76mm Gun

Mark 46 Anti-Submarine Torpedoes

Two SH-60B “Seahawk” Helicopters

Mark 15 Anti-Missile, Rapid-Fire 20mm Gun

Close-In Weapons System

AN/SQS-56 Digital Sonar

Mk92 Mod 6 Fire Control System
AN/SPS-55 Surface Search Radar
AN/SPS-49 Air Search Radar
Tactical Towed Array Sonar

SLQ-32 (V)5 Electronic Warfare System
Passive Radar Countermeausre System

Combat Systems:

GENERAL
ALEXANDER A.

VANDEGRIFT
USMC

Alexander A. Vandegrift was born on March 13, 1887, in Charlottesville,
Virginia. Attending the University of Virginia, he was commissioned a
Second Lieutenant in the Marine Corps in 1909. In 1912, Vandegrift parti-
cipated in the capture of Coyotepe, Nicaragua, and two years later in the
occupation of Veracruz, Mexico. He also served aboard the USS MINNE-
SOTA, USS VIRGINIA, USS DELAWARE and USS CHESTER until ordered to
Haiti in 1915 for action against the Cacos Bandits. For service in Haiti,
where he continued to serve in various capacities until 1923, the President
of the Republic of Haiti awarded him their Distinguished Service Medal
and the Haitian Medaille Militaire with one Silver Star. The following 18
years were spent in various posts and stations in the United States, with the
exception of two tours in China.

In 1942 Vandegrift sailed to the South Pacific as Commanding General
of the 1st Marine Division and led his men in the initial landing of the U.S.
Forces against the Japanese at Guadalcanal. For his actions, he was
awarded the Navy Cross and the Medal of Honor.

With the successful conclusion of the Solomon Islands campaign, Van-
degrift assumed command of the 1st Marine Amphibious Corps in July,
1943 and directed the initial landing at Empress Augusta Bay, Bougainville.

On January 1, 1945, Vandegrift was appointed to the rank of General,
the first active duty Marine officer to reach four star rank. He then served
as Commandant of the Marine Corps, and in this position guided the
Corps’ post-war reorganization and demobilization.

General Vandegrift retired from active duty in April 1949.



COMMANDER
JOSEPH A. CORSI
UNITED STATES NAVY

Commander Joseph A. Corsi, a
native of ,
graduated from Purdue University in
1975 and received his commission in
June 1976 after completion of Officer
Candidate School in Newport, Rhode
Island.

He was assigned temporarily to
the staff of Commander Naval Air
Force U.S. Pacific Fleet for three
months prior to attending Surface
Warfare Officers School (Basic) in San Diego, California. From March
1977 until May 1980, Commander Corsi served as Forward Propulsion
Group Division Officer and Electrical Officer in USS KITTY HAWK
(CV 63).

Commander Corsi then completed a two year assignment as Foreign
Student Training Officer at Service School Command, San Diego. After
graduation from Surface Warfare Officers School (Department Head),
Commander Corsi served as Chief Engineer in both USS RAMSEY (FFG
2) from August 1983 to March 1985, and in USS WILLIAM H.
STANDLEY (CG 32) from April 1985 to November 1986.

Following his department head tours, Commander Corsi reported to
Washington, D. C. and was assigned as Assistant Operations and
Maintenance Officer, Surfacé Ship Propulsion Improvement Program,
Naval Sea Systems Command from December 1986 to January 1989.

Returning to sea duty, he served as Executive Officer in USS
ROBISON (DDG 12) from April 1989 to October 1990, and as Chief
Staff Officer in the staff of Commander Destroyer Squadron TWENTY-
THREE from October 1990 to October 1992. Just prior to reporting to
USS VANDEGRIFT, he served as Joint Plans and Exercises Officer in
the staff of Commander THIRD Fleet.

Commander Corsi's awards include the Meritorious Service Medal
(three awards), Navy Commendation Medal (three awards), Navy
Achievement Medal and various service and campaign awards.

Commander Corsi is married to the former _ of




HISTORY OF THE VANDEGRIFT

USS VANDEGRIFT (FFG-48), named for General Alexander A. Vandegrift,
United States Marine Corps, was built at Todd Pacific Shipyard in Seattle,
Washington and was commissioned on November 24, 1984. The ship’s
inaugural cruise began on January 5, 1987. During the course of this around-
the-world cruise, she sailed three oceans, seven seas and visited four con-
tinents. The plankowners also crossed the international date line, equator,
Greenwich meridian, and sailed through the straits of Gibraltar, and the Suez
and Panama Canals. VANDEGRIFT conducted operations with USS KITTY
HAWK (CV-63) in the Arabian Sea and Indian Ocean. These operations were
highlighted by an air and sea power demonstration for the President of
Pakistan. Port visits included Pearl Harbor; Subic Bay, Republic of the
Philippines; Karachi, Pakistan; Mombasa, Kenya; Maxime, France; Roosevelt
Roads, Puerto Rico; St. Croix and St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands.
VANDEGRIFT returned to Long Beach in June, 1987. '

The ship’s second deployment began in June, 1988, returning her to opera-
tions in the Arabian Gulf shortly after the cease fire between Iran and Iraq.
VANDEGRIFT’s mission while on patrol in the northern Arabian Gulf focused
on providing protection and logistic support for joint forces in the area.
VANDEGRIFT also participated in numerous Earnest Will missions, escorting
U.S. and reflagged Kuwaiti tankers. Port visits included Pearl Harbor; Subic
Bay, Republic of the Philippines; Bahrain; Pattaya Beach, Thailand and Hong
Kong. VANDEGRIFT returned home in December, 1988.

The ship’s third deployment, which began in March, 1990, once again
returned her to the Arabian Gulf. While serving in the Middle East Force,
VANDEGRIFT patrolled the northern Arabian Gulf and conducted Earnest
Will escort missions. As the senior ship on station in the Arabian Gulf during
the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, VANDEGRIFT served as the Anti-Air Warfare
Commander and Electronic Warfare Coordinator until relieved by a cruiser.
VANDEGRIFT participated in Operation Desert Shield’s Maritime Intercep~
tion Operations with units from the United Kingdom, Saudi Arabia, the
United Arab Emirates and France. Ports of call included Pearl Harbor; Subic
Bay, Republic of the Philippines; Phuket, Thailand; Singapore and Hong
Kong. VANDEGRIFT returned home to Long Beach after the extended
deployment in October, 1990.

In April 1992, VANDEGRIFT began her fourth deployment to the Arabian
Gulf. Aside from the normal patrolling duties, she participated in exercises
with the navies of India, Qatar, and Pakistan, helping to increase U.S. rela-
tions in that area. She returned to Long Beach in October, 1992.

Since leaving the shipyard in November, 1993, VANDEGRIFT has com-
pleted a highly successful Fleet Exercise; been recognized with the
COMNAVSURFPAC Food Service Award; achieved three successful missile
firings; and completed a highly successful Operational Engineering Exam
(OPPE). VANDEGRIFT’s homeport is San Diego, CA.

The ship’s decorations include the Meritoriouos Unit Citation, National
Defense Service Medal, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal and three Sea
Service Ribbons.
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d at Pearl, bound for Haiti|

darbor, the around-the-clock
mload started Dec. 19 and
>ontinue most of the week, with
»oth ships getting under way
Jdec. 26. The operation repre-
sents the first time two ships
1ave been onloaded simultane-
yusly at Pearl Harbor since the
Jietnam War.

“If the Navy doesn't do its
sart, the Army won't get out of
1ere,” said Commander Steve
Sterrett, terminals director at
“ISC. It was a relatively short-
use project,” said Sterrett. “In
xercises like Team Spirit, we
ollow a 120-day timeline for
mloading,.

“In this case we followed a
nuch abbreviated three-week
imeline. [t's been a scramble,
yut everyone pulled together
yeautifully. This is a terrific
:xample of inter-service sup-
ort.”

FFrioay, JaNuvagy 6, 1995

In the three-week timeline,
FISC follows a stringent plan
beginning with cargo receipt,
inspection and documentation,
followed by cargo staging and
pre-stow, and concluding with
the ship-loading.

Inventory in the current
onload consists of 1,000
wheeled  vehicles, 39 heli-
copters, and 40, 20-foot con-
tainers, totaling approximately
160,000 ' square feet when
stowed.

Sterrett said nearly 80 per-
sonnel from more than twelve
commands are participating in
the onload and include: the
25th [.D. deploying units; 25th
1.D. (light) Port Support Activity;
45th  Support Group, U.S.
Army, Hawaii; Navy Cargo Han-
dling Group; Headquarters, Mil-
itary Traffic Management Com-
mand Falls Church, Va.; MTMC

Wheeler Army Airfield: Military
Sealift Command-Tagos; U.S.
Army Garrison, Fort Shafter;
FISC Guam; and the 1302nd,
1313th and 1317th MTMC.

FISC’s Pearl Harbor terminal,
located on the Pearl City Penin-
sula, is one of only three termi-
nals owned by the Navy. The
others are located in Guam and
Yokosuka, Japan. All other O.J.
terminals are owned by the
Army.
Under the command of Cap-
tain Jeff Wagner, SC, FISC’s
mission is to provide supplies
and logistics support services to
Naval and other military oper-
ating forces and supporting
commands in the mid-Pacific
region.

Editor’'s note: JO2 Robert
Benson is assigned to Naval
Base Pearl Harbor Public Affairs

Office.

Photo by JO2 Robert Benson

A humvee from the 21st Infantry Division at Fort Shafter, Hawaii, awaits
loading onto the MV American Condor last week during a four-day, around-
the-clock, onload, which was conducted by the Fleet Industrial Supply
Center at Pearl Harbor. About 1,000 vehicles, 39 helicopters and 40 con-
tainers bound for Haiti were loaded in support of Operation Uphold

Democracy.

City of Solana Beach adopts USS Vandegrift

By Lt. j.g. Mark R. Garcia
Special to The Compass

SAN DIEGO — The Solana
3each City Council, acting on a
equest from the Americans
jupporting Americans program,
ecently voted unanimously to
dopt USS Vandegrift (FFG 48).

The ASA program, which
riginated during the Vietnam
Tar, is designed to increase the

morale of servicemembers
abroad by letting them know
there are Americans back home
who support them 100 percent.

ASA was founded in 1968
when the city of San Mateo,
Calif., adopted a company of
soldiers from the 101st Airborne
Division. ASA evolved further
during Operation Desert Storm,
becoming a nationwide organi-
zation. ASA now provides a link
between more than 60 military

units and the small towns
across America that have
adopted them.

While numerous other mili-
tary units have been adopted in
the past, the San Diego-based
Vandegrift is the first ship to be
adopted under ASA; thanks to
hard work by Executive Director
Linda Patterson and the hospi-
tality of the people of Solana
Beach.

The City Council resolution

came at an opportune time, as
Vandegrift recently deployed to
the Arabian Gulf and spent the
holiday season away from
home. In a letter to Vandegrift's
commanding officer, Solana
Beach Mayor Paul Tompkins
stated “the City Council was
enthusiastic about the pro-
gram” and was “anxious to get
started.”

In addition, Tompkins con-
veyed to the crew  how

“extremely proud we are of all of
you and that wherever our
country sends you, in defense of
our great nation or on peace-
keeping missions, you know
that we are committed to do
whatever we can to maintain
our support to all of you.”

Vandegrift will be deployed to
the Arabian Gulf until the
spring of 1995.

Editor’s Note: Lt. j.g. Garcia is
assigned (o USS Vandegrift.
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Vandegrift catches up with scofflaw ship

By Cmdr. T.R. Williams
Special to The Compass

IN THE ARABIAN GULF —
Christmas morning in. the Arabian
Gulf held a few surprises for the Hon-
duran-flagged merchant ship Ajmer,
one of several ships diverted from their
intended port of call because they were
suspected of carrying contraband Iraqi
cargo.

In an apparent attempt to evade the
multinational ships enforcing the
United Nations sanctions against Irag,
Amjer left the anchorage where she
was being held while awaiting a divert
port. USS Vandegrift. (FFG 48)
attempted unsuccessfully to contact
Ajmer by radio and it became apparent
that the ship was not going to respond
to Vandegrift's directions. Elements of
the 13th Marine Expeditionary Unit
(special operations capable) and the

m Deployed shipVandegrift is adopted
_}by%§9la’|v1a Beach. Story, Page A-7.

Essi?x Amphibious Ready Group were
loaded to board the ship via “fastropes”
from CH-46E helicopters. A maritime
special purpose force, made up of spe-
cially trained Marines from Force
Reconnaissance Platoon, Battalion
Landing Team, 3/1 and Navy SEALS
from SEAL Team 5, took control of

Ajmer and directed the ship back to the
anchorage.

Ajmer was in poor condition and
was experiencing some flooding. A
rescue and assistance team from USS
Essex (LHD 2) went aboard to help
control the rising water and to make
repairs.

The operation was made more diffi-

See Vandegrift, Page A-8

Vandegrift

Centinued from Page A-1

cult by 30-knot winds and six to
eight foot seas that eliminated
the possibility of transporting
personnel by small boats.
Teams had to be brought in by
helicopter, requiring precise air-
manship by the pilots of HMM-
161 and HC-11.

The 13th MEU is based at
Camp Pendleton. The Essex
ARG, commanded by com-
mander, Amphibious Squadron
5, includes USS Essex (LHD 2),
USS Ogden (LPD 5), and USS
Fort Fisher (LSD 40). All three |
ships are homeported in San
Diego, as is USS Vandegrift
(FFG 48).

Editor’s Note: Cmdr. TR,
Williams is assigned to the
Essex ARG.
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Marines, Seals board freighter
to enforce in U.N. gulf embargo

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates
(Reuters) — U.S. forces in the
Persian Guif Sunday boarded a
vescel carrying dates that tried to
escape from U.S. ships enforcing a
trade embargo on Irag, a navy
spokesman said.

Commander T. McCreary said
24 Marines and Nawv Seais siid
down ropes from a hovering heli-
copter onto the Honduran-tlagged
Ajmir after it “tried to make a run
iast night and escape from the
US. ship that was watching over

The U.S. Naw diverts :ad in-
spects ships in the guif to enforce
a U.N. trade embargo imposed. on
raq for invading Kuwait in August

A U.S. team last week hoarded
the Aimur for mspection and found

a cargo of dates. which the Navy
savs were from iraq. [t detained
the smp unul it could be diverted.
to a guif port.

McCreary said the Ajmir turned
out the lights ani ignored radio
signais 3s it steamed away late
Saturday night t:.m the U.S. frige
ate Vandegrift.

"It was verv cizar to us she was
trving t0 icave ‘e irea we had
Jesignated for =er.’ ne said. The
‘ngate rralled the cargo vessel un-
nl mornmg when 1t was light
snougn 1o hoard. ~e said.

Thev 150 ~ent Harrier jets to
Zet s ittention. te said.

The Amir s one of ar least
four vessels the Nawv has diverted
since Nov. 20 on e grounds they

were aimost certanty wviolating the

N, cmpargo on [raql exports.
iS 1IN go0d healtn, out It uas nue
allowed any foreign contact with
am v

U.S. Forces Seize Vessel

Violating fraqg Embargo
DUBAI. United Arab Emirates,
Dec. 25 (Reuters) — American

forces in the Persian Gulf boarded a
vessel togav after it tried to escape
from ships entorcing the trade em-

bargo:en Irag, & mfor the ’
United States Navy saidv

American forces-had-Searded the l

Honturan-flagged shipyj the Ajmir,
last week for inspeetien-and found a
cargo of dates that were-beleved to
be from-Iraq, a violatios of the em- !
bargo imposed® after the gulf war.
The ship was detained to be diverted-
to a nearby port.

American marines:- and- Navy
Seals boarded the shify by ropes from
a hovering helicopter afterit “tried
to make a run last night and escape :
from the U.S. ship.that was watching |
over it said the spokesman, |
Comdr. T. McCreary.

Commander McCreary said the
Ajmir had turned out its lights and
ignored radio signals as it steamed
away from the frigate Vangw'm.

Turkish Military Raids
Kurdish Guerrilla Area

TUNCELI, Turkey, Dec. 25 (Reu-

ters) — Thousands of Turkish troops |

moved through a remote, snow-cov-
ered ravine in eastern Turkey today !
looking for Kurdish guerrillas, mili-
tary officials said.

At least two guerrillas from the
Kurdistan Workers Party and one
soldier were killed in the drive in the |

., Tunceli province, villagers said.

T LS FEp AT
Carrymg oul a Carpang: aganos uc
separatist Kurds Ir weeks. Military
officials said 10,000 troops took part
in today’s drive.

The army says the area is one of
the last rebel stronghoids in Tunceli,
and that 1,000 rebe's are believed to
be there, running cut of food in heavy
SNOW.
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Sunday, January 29, 1995. 28 Shabaan, 1415

—
Saqr visits|

. . - i
US frigate
HIS Highness Shaikh Saqr bin Mo+
hammed Al Qasimi, Member of thd

Supreme Council and Ruler of Ras Al

Khaimah, yesterday visited the US !

frigate, Vandergrist, which is currently B

berthing at the Sagr Port in the
emirate. i

Shaikh Saqr was accompanied by |

Deputy Ruler of Ras Al Khaimah and
Commander of Badr II Brigade Major+
General Shaikh Sultan bin Sagr Al Qa{
simi and a number of other Shaikhs.
They were received by US Ambas!

sador William A. Rugh and the |

frigate’s Commander Joseph Corsi. |

:

Shaikh Sagr inspected the frigate’
various sections and was bricfed on its
tasks. !

Earlier, Shaikh Saqr received Com-
mander Joseph Corsi. !

Themaingwasalsoancndedbx:‘
Shaikh Sultan and head of the Amirj
Court Shaikh Saud bin Sagr’Al Qasix
mi. — Wam |

L —

o



ABU DHABI, SUNDAY, SHA'ABAN 28, 1415, JANUARY 29, 1995 . Pr:

LOCAL NEWS

Supreme Council member and RukrdkuthmﬁHhHhhl‘Shm&qrthWd
Qassimi received yesterday Commodore Joseph Corsy, Commander of a US frigate currently anchored at
thoRualKhh.hPort.AlmuenlsUSAmbmdorWﬂllmAqu.

iy

RAK Ruler receives
American Commander ¥

RAS AL KHAIMAH (WAM): Supreme Council member and Ruler
of Ras al Khaimah His Highness Sheikh Saqr bin Mohammed al Qas-
simi received yesterday Commodore Joseph Corsy, Commander of a
US frigate currently anchored at the Ras al Khaimah Port.

The meeting was also-attended by Deputy Ruler of Ras al Khaimah B e -
and Commander of the Badr II Brigade Sheikh Sulti#i bin Saqr al Qas-
simi. Head of the Emiri Court Sheikh Saud bin Sagr al Qassimi, US
Ambassador William Rugh, US Consul in Dubai David Pearce and
other officials.
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FLEET POST OFFICE lk !
AP 96682-1502 |
5750
FFG 48-PAO
22 Apr 96

From: Commanding Officer, USS VANDEGRIFT (FFG 48)
To:  Chief of Naval Operations (OP-09BH) Washington, DC 20350

Subj: 1995 COMMAND HISTORY
Ref: (a) OPNAVINST 5750.12E
Encl: (1) 1995 Command History for USS VANDEGRIFT (FFG 48)

1. Per reference (a), enclosure (1) is forwarded.
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USS VANDEGRIFT 1995 COMMAND HISTORY

Part T

The mission of USS VANDEGRIFT (FFG-48) is "To provide self
defense and effectively supplement planned and existing escorts
in the protection of underway replenishment groups, amphibious
forces and military and mercantile shipping against subsurface,
air and surface threats; to conduct ASW operations in conjunction
with other control forces tasked to ensure our use of essential
sea lanes of communications; and be the best at it." From 01
January to 06 January 1995, VANDEGRIFT was commanded by CDR David
C. Harrison. From 07 January to 31 December 1995, VANDEGRIFT was
commanded by CDR Joseph A. Corsi. VANDEGRIFT was homeported in
San Diego, CA and was under the administrative command of
Commander, Destroyer Squadron Three-Three until Commander,
Destroyer Squadron Thirty-Three was disestablished on 1 October
of 1995 and then came under the administrative command of
Commander, Destroyer Squadron Two-Three, (“The Little Beavers”).

Part TIT
The following events occurred during 1995.

Date: Event:

01-28 JAN Underway (U/W) in the Northern and Central Arabian
Gulf conducting Maritime Interception Operations
and plane guard duty

07 JAN Change of Command Ceremony - CDR J.A. Corsi
assumes command of USS Vandegrift

20-24 JAN Plane guard duties with the USS Constellation

28 JAN-01 FEB Port visit Ras Al Khaimah, United Arab Emirates

28 JAN VANDEGRIFT hosts the Emir of Ras Al Khaimah

01 FEB U/W Central Arabian Gulf transiting to Jebel Ali

01-05 FEB Port visit Jebel Ali

05-19 FEB U/W in the Southern Arabian Gulf and the Gulf of
Oman conducting shallow water ASW as part of
SHAREM 110

06 FEB Commander, Naval Surface Forces U.S. Pacific Fleet
Spokane Trophy Nominee

12 FEB Strait of Hormuz transit (SOH) - Eastbound leg

18 FEB SOH transit westbound leg

19 FEB-01 MAR Port visit Jebel Ali/Availibilty with the USS
Samuel Gompers (AD-37)

22 FEB Winner Secretary of Defense Maintenance Award for
FY-94
01-08 MAR U/W off the coast of Dubai performing penalty box

duties



08-10 MAR
10-11 MAR
10 Mar
11-13 MAR
13 MAR

14-21 MAR
16 MAR
21-27 MAR
27 MAR-01
27-28 MAR
31 MAR

01-04 APR
04-17 APR
17-19 APR
19-25 APR
25 APR
25 APR-01
28 APR
27 MAY

01-02 JUN
01 JUN

02-06 JUN
05-09 JUN
06 JUN

09-26 JUN
23 JUN-21
23 JUN

26 JUN-01
01-06 JUL
06-12 JUL
12-31 JUL
24-28 JUL

31 JUL-05
05-07 AUG
07-12 AUG
12-14 AUG
14-18 AUG
18-28 AUG
28 AUG-02

APR

JUN

JUL

JUL

AUG

SEP

Port Visit Jebel Ali

U/W en route Muscat Oman

SOH transit

Port wvisit Muscat, Oman

VANDEGRIFT hosts Commander United States Naval
Forces Central Command (COMUSNAVCENT) Vice Admiral
John Redd and the U.S. Ambassador to Oman

U/W en route Singapore

Outchop from the USNAVCENT AOR

Port visit Singapore

U/W en route Manilla, Phillippines

ISIC’'s Engineering Readiness Assessment (IERA)
Command Assessment of Readiness and Training I
(CART 1I)

Port visit Manilla, Philippines

U/W en route Pearl Harbor

Port Visit Pearl Harbor

U/W en route San Diego, CA/ Tiger Cruise
Homecoming San Diego, CA

Inport (IPT)San Diego, CA -Post Deployment Upkeep
LCDR Mehki relieves as Executive Officer

Parade in Solana Beach with VANDEGRIFT Color Guard
celebrating the “Fiesta Del Sol”
U/W Southern California (SOCAL)
TACAN Cert

IPT San Diego, CA

Inspection and Survey Board(INSURV)/ IPT and U/W
U/W SOCAL

IPT/Upkeep (UPK) San Diego, CA

Pacific Training of Midshipman

CART IIA

U/W en route Kodiak, Alaska

Port visit Kodiak, Alaska

U/W en route San Diego, CA

IPT San Diego, CA

Tailored Ship Training Availability I
inport

U/W SOCAL TSTA I

IPT San Diego, CA

U/W SOCAL TSTA I

IPT San Diego, CA

U/W SOCAL TSTA I/completion of TSTA I
IPT UPK San Diego, CA

U/W SOCAL - Pre-OPPE preps

OPAREA

(TSTA I),

2



02-11 SEP
11-15 SEP
15-26 SEP
23 SEP

26-29 SEP
29 SEP-09
01 OCT

03-11 OCT
10 OCT

11-13 OCT
13-15 OCT
15 OCT-15

15 OCT
13-14 DEC
15-31 DEC
16 DEC

18-22 DEC

Part TTT
01-28 JAN

OCT

DEC

IPT UPK San Diego, CA

U/W SOCAL - Pre-OPPE preps

IPT UPK San Diego, CA

“Adopt a Beach” with city of Solana Beach,CA
U/W SOCAL - Pre-OPPE preps

IPT San Diego, CA

Commander, Destroyer Squadron Thirty-Three
disestablished/VANDEGRIFT becomes part of
Destroyer Squadron Twenty-Three

Operational Propulsion Plant Examination (OPPE)
U/W OPPE

U/W Seal Beach, CA for weapons off-load

IPT San Diego, CA-off-load fuel

Selected Restricted Availability (SRA) at the
National Steel and Shipbuilding Company (NASSCO)

Dead stick move to the NASSCO pier

U/W SOCAL-Sea Trials

Holiday Upkeep San Diego CA

Christmas Card exchange with children of Solana
Beach and delivery of holiday treats to VANDEGRIFT
Sailors from a Solana Beach Retirement Home.
Aviation Certification Inspection and Aviation
Readiness Evaluation

When the USS Vandegrift pulled into Ras Al Khaimah
on the 28th of January, she had completed thirty-
eight straight days of underway operations. The
longest underway period in VANDEGRIFT'’S history
consisted largely of conducting Maritime
Interception Operations (MIO)in the Northern
Arabian Gulf (NAG) in support of U.N. resolutions
against IRAQ. VANDEGRIFT conducted a change of
command which took place on the forecastle while
VANDEGRIFT was patrolling her designated sector in
the NAG. CDR J.A. Corsi assumed command on 07
January without a hitch and CDR D.C. Harrison bid
VANDEGRIFT and her crew farewell as he boarded the
“Desert Duck” helicopter for a short flight into
Bahrain. VANDEGRIFT was very successful in the
MIO role and when properly relieved by another
U.S. Navy warship in the NAG, she proceeded to the
Central Arabian Gulf to assume plane guard duties
with the aircraft carrier USS Constellation (CV-



28 JAN-28 FEB

01-16 MAR

VANDEGRIFT fulfilled diplomatic duties as she
hosted the Emir of Ras Al Khaimah (RAK), Sheik
Sagr Bin Mohammed Al Qasimi for lunch and a tour
onboard. After a short stay in RAK, VANDEGRIFT
proceeded north up the coast to Jebel Ali to
onload the necessary equipment to participate in
the 110th shallow water ASW Exercise known as
SHAREM. VANDEGRIFT operated with USS LAKE ERIE,
USS DAVID R. RAY, the research vessel USNS SILAS
BENT and the Los Angeles attack submarine USS
TOPEKA. The thrust of the exercise was to study
and improve tactics against submarines in shallow
water in which VANDEGRIFT performed meticulously.
VANDEGRIFT was able to flex all aspects of her ASW
capabilities which include the SQR-19 passive
acoustic towed array, the SQS-56 active hull
mounted sonar and the embarked SH-60B LAMPS MK-III
helicopter from HSL-47 Det 2 out of San Diego. The
exercise was a huge success for all involved.
VANDEGRIFT returned to Jebel Ali for an
availability with the USS SAMUEL GOMPERS (AD-37).

VANDEGRIFT was underway for eight days while
guarding sanctions violators off the coast of
Dubai in an area designated as the “penalty box.”
This duty consisted of ensuring the vessels did
not leave that area and that their crews had
sufficient food and water. The ship’s Visit Board
Search and Seizure team visited the vessels
regularly to evaluate living conditions and to
bring them supplies. VANDEGRIFT was relieved by
another U.S. warship and returned to Jebel Ali for
the last time to onload some of the necessary
supplies to begin the journey back to San Diego.
After departing Jebel Ali, VANDEGRIFT made a
flawless transit of the Strait of Hormuz en route
to Muscat,Oman where they made a port visit. On
thirteen March, the beautiful and picturesque
mountains and castles of Muscat Oman were the
backdrop for a lavish reception held onboard the
world’s finest frigate for Vice Admiral Redd and
the U.S. Ambassador to Oman, the Honorable David
J. Dunford. The Officers and crew of VANDEGRIFT
shown brightly as they presented their ship to the

4



21 MAR-25 APR

01-09 JUN

many dignitaries on hand. Vice Admiral Redd
praised VANDEGRIFT for the excellent condition of
the ship and the obvious effort that went into
putting on such a fine reception. 16 March marked
the last day VANDEGRIFT was in the USNAVCENT AOR.

The humidity soared as VANDEGRIFT headed towards
Singapore for a brief port visit. While in
Singapore, VANDEGRIFT embarked riders from
COMDESRON Three-Three to conduct an IERA while the
ship transited towards the Philippines. As is the
case for ships that are required to go on
deployment within a year after returning form the
last deployment, VANDEGRIFT had already begun her
predeployment work-ups with the completion of the
first part of the Command Assessment of Readiness
and Training (CART I). The IERA went well and
VANDEGRIFT pulled into Manilla, Phillippines on 1
April for yet another port visit.

On 4 April, VANDEGRIFT left Manilla and began
transiting towards Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. CDR
Johnson the XO, left the ship in Manilla and the
air detachment Officer in Charge, LCDR Brasel was
the acting XO during the interim until the ship
reached San Diego when LCDR. Mehki assumed the
duties as XO on 28 April. On 17 April, the ship
arrived in Pearl Harbor, to refuel and to embark
“Tigers” (family members of crew men wishing to
experience shipboard life) for the ride from Pearl
Harbor, HI to San Diego, CA. The Tigers were
treated and involved in the routine evolutions a
ship normally undergoes including; gun shoots and
replenishments at sea. VANDEGRIFT roared over the
horizon and out of the early morning fog to arrive
pierside Naval Station San Diego, CA on the 25th
of April exactly on schedule.

As early as January, VANDEGRIFT had been preparing
for an INSURV inspection. The actual INSURV went
from 5 to 9 June and included a brief underway
period to demonstrate those operational areas for
the INSURV inspectors. The necessary preparations
had taken place and the desired result of a very

5



23 JUN

23 JUN-18 AUG

03-11 OCT

11 OCT-15 OCT

successful INSURV was achieved.

VANDEGRIFT embarked midshipman in mid June for
training. The ship completed CART II on 23 June.

Somewhat unexpectedly VANDEGRIFT was selected to
make a port visit to Kodiak, Alaska to commemorate
the 50th anniversary of World War II with local
veterans. VANDEGRIFT rose to the occasion and
hosted the people of Kodiak to tours onboard for
the five days of the port visit. The trip to
Kodiak included a week of transiting each way.

VANDEGRIFT returned from Alaska to resume her
predeployment workups, this time in the first part
of the Tailored Ship Training Availability

(TSTA I). The rigors of TSTA I included one week
inport and three weeks of underway demonstrating
proficiency in all required areas of engineering,
operations, and combat systems. TSTA I was
completed successfully with high marks from the
Afloat Training Group inspectors.

VANDEGRIFT spent most of the month of September
preparing for the Operational Propulsion Plant
Examination (OPPE). The OPPE was originally
scheduled from 03-05 October but VANDEGRIFT
experienced problems with the Uninterrupted Power
Supply (UPS) system. Because of the immaculate
material condition of the engineering spaces, the
senior OPPE inspector decided to give VANDEGRIFT
time to correct the problem with UPS and complete
the examination on the 11th of October. After
satisfying the rigorous requirements of the OPPE,
VANDEGRIFT completed the exam with an overall
grade of satisfactory.

In preparation for entering the yards on October
15th, VANDEGRIFT had to conduct an offload of all
her weapons at the Seal Beach, CA Naval weapons
station. VANDEGRIFT returned to San Diego to
offload fuel and be moved to the NASSCO pier for
the two month Selected Restricted Availability

6



(SRA) .
15 OCT-15 DEC SRA

13-15 DEC VANDEGRIFT put to sea in order to verify the
proper operation of the ship after two months in
the yards. The ship performed satisfactorily and
returned to Naval Station San Diego.

18-22 DEC VANDEGRIFT proved she was capable of safely
conducting flight operations with the successful
completion of the Aviation Readiness Evaluation
and the Aviation Certification Inspection.

22 DEC VANDEGRIFT began her holiday standown.

Part TV
The following items are included as part of VANDEGRIFT's
Command History 1995.

Welcome Aboard Pamphlet
Commanding Officer Photograph
Ship Photograph

News Articles

Amplifying Message Traffic
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WELCOME ABOARD

USS VANDEGRIFT
(FFG-48)
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USS VANDEGRIFT (FFG-48)

The officers and crew in USS VANDEGRIFT (FFG-48) extend to
you our greetings and welcome you aboard the finest guided
missile frigate in the world.

Keel Laid 13 October 1981
Launched 15 October 1982
Commissioned 24 November 1984

USS VANDEGRIFT (FFG-48) is the forty-second ship of the FFG-7
(Oliver Hazard Perry) class. She was built by Todd Pacific Shipyards
Corporation, Seattle, Washington. VANDEGRIFT’s mission is to
escort and protect convoys, underway replenishment groups,
amphibious landing groups and carrier battle groups. VANDE-
GRIFT’s missile, gun and anti-submarine warfare systems, com-
bined with her quick reaction and high-speed capability, make her
a valuable asset in today’s multi-threat environment.

Displacement: 4100 tons
Dimensions: Length 453 ft.
Beam 45 ft.
Draft 25 ft.
Complement: 15 Officers, 186 Enlisted
Propulsion: Two LM-2500 gas turbine engines

producing 40,000 hp;
one shaft with controllable
pitch propeller

Armament: Mark 13 Anti-Aircraft Missile Launcher
Mark 75 76mm Gun

Mark 46 Anti-Submarine Torpedoes

Two SH-60B “Seahawk” Helicopters

Mark 15 Anti-Missile, Rapid-Fire 20mm Gun

Close-In Weapons System

AN/SQS-56 Digital Sonar

Mk92 Mod 6 Fire Control System
AN/SPS-55 Surface Search Radar
AN/SPS-49 Air Search Radar
Tactical Towed Array Sonar

SLQ-32 (V)5 Electronic Warfare System
Passive Radar Countermeausre System

Combat Systems:

GENERAL
ALEXANDER A.

VANDEGRIFT
USMC

Alexander A. Vandegrift was born on March 13, 1887, in Charlottesville,
Virginia. Attending the University of Virginia, he was commissioned a
Second Lieutenant in the Marine Corps in 1909. In 1912, Vandegrift parti-
cipated in the capture of Coyotepe, Nicaragua, and two years later in the
occupation of Veracruz, Mexico. He also served aboard the USS MINNE-
SOTA, USS VIRGINIA, USS DELAWARE and USS CHESTER until ordered to
Haiti in 1915 for action against the Cacos Bandits. For service in Haiti,
where he continued to serve in various capacities until 1923, the President
of the Republic of Haiti awarded him their Distinguished Service Medal
and the Haitian Medaille Militaire with one Silver Star. The following 18
years were spent in various posts and stations in the United States, with the
exception of two tours in China.

In 1942 Vandegrift sailed to the South Pacific as Commanding General
of the 1st Marine Division and led his men in the initial landing of the U.S.
Forces against the Japanese at Guadalcanal. For his actions, he was
awarded the Navy Cross and the Medal of Honor.

With the successful conclusion of the Solomon Islands campaign, Van-
degrift assumed command of the 1st Marine Amphibious Corps in July,
1943 and directed the initial landing at Empress Augusta Bay, Bougainville.

On January 1, 1945, Vandegrift was appointed to the rank of General,
the first active duty Marine officer to reach four star rank. He then served
as Commandant of the Marine Corps, and in this position guided the
Corps’ post-war reorganization and demobilization.

General Vandegrift retired from active duty in April 1949.



COMMANDER
JOSEPH A. CORSI
UNITED STATES NAVY

Commander Joseph A. Corsi, a
native of ,
graduated from Purdue University in
1975 and received his commission in
June 1976 after completion of Officer
Candidate School in Newport, Rhode
Island.

He was assigned temporarily to
the staff of Commander Naval Air
Force U.S. Pacific Fleet for three
months prior to attending Surface
Warfare Officers School (Basic) in San Diego, California. From March
1977 until May 1980, Commander Corsi served as Forward Propulsion
Group Division Officer and Electrical Officer in USS KITTY HAWK
(CV 63).

Commander Corsi then completed a two year assignment as Foreign
Student Training Officer at Service School Command, San Diego. After
graduation from Surface Warfare Officers School (Department Head),
Commander Corsi served as Chief Engineer in both USS RAMSEY (FFG
2) from August 1983 to March 1985, and in USS WILLIAM H.
STANDLEY (CG 32) from April 1985 to November 1986.

Following his department head tours, Commander Corsi reported to
Washington, D. C. and was assigned as Assistant Operations and
Maintenance Officer, Surfacé Ship Propulsion Improvement Program,
Naval Sea Systems Command from December 1986 to January 1989.

Returning to sea duty, he served as Executive Officer in USS
ROBISON (DDG 12) from April 1989 to October 1990, and as Chief
Staff Officer in the staff of Commander Destroyer Squadron TWENTY-
THREE from October 1990 to October 1992. Just prior to reporting to
USS VANDEGRIFT, he served as Joint Plans and Exercises Officer in
the staff of Commander THIRD Fleet.

Commander Corsi's awards include the Meritorious Service Medal
(three awards), Navy Commendation Medal (three awards), Navy
Achievement Medal and various service and campaign awards.

Commander Corsi is married to the former _ of




HISTORY OF THE VANDEGRIFT

USS VANDEGRIFT (FFG-48), named for General Alexander A. Vandegrift,
United States Marine Corps, was built at Todd Pacific Shipyard in Seattle,
Washington and was commissioned on November 24, 1984. The ship’s
inaugural cruise began on January 5, 1987. During the course of this around-
the-world cruise, she sailed three oceans, seven seas and visited four con-
tinents. The plankowners also crossed the international date line, equator,
Greenwich meridian, and sailed through the straits of Gibraltar, and the Suez
and Panama Canals. VANDEGRIFT conducted operations with USS KITTY
HAWK (CV-63) in the Arabian Sea and Indian Ocean. These operations were
highlighted by an air and sea power demonstration for the President of
Pakistan. Port visits included Pearl Harbor; Subic Bay, Republic of the
Philippines; Karachi, Pakistan; Mombasa, Kenya; Maxime, France; Roosevelt
Roads, Puerto Rico; St. Croix and St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands.
VANDEGRIFT returned to Long Beach in June, 1987. '

The ship’s second deployment began in June, 1988, returning her to opera-
tions in the Arabian Gulf shortly after the cease fire between Iran and Iraq.
VANDEGRIFT’s mission while on patrol in the northern Arabian Gulf focused
on providing protection and logistic support for joint forces in the area.
VANDEGRIFT also participated in numerous Earnest Will missions, escorting
U.S. and reflagged Kuwaiti tankers. Port visits included Pearl Harbor; Subic
Bay, Republic of the Philippines; Bahrain; Pattaya Beach, Thailand and Hong
Kong. VANDEGRIFT returned home in December, 1988.

The ship’s third deployment, which began in March, 1990, once again
returned her to the Arabian Gulf. While serving in the Middle East Force,
VANDEGRIFT patrolled the northern Arabian Gulf and conducted Earnest
Will escort missions. As the senior ship on station in the Arabian Gulf during
the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, VANDEGRIFT served as the Anti-Air Warfare
Commander and Electronic Warfare Coordinator until relieved by a cruiser.
VANDEGRIFT participated in Operation Desert Shield’s Maritime Intercep~
tion Operations with units from the United Kingdom, Saudi Arabia, the
United Arab Emirates and France. Ports of call included Pearl Harbor; Subic
Bay, Republic of the Philippines; Phuket, Thailand; Singapore and Hong
Kong. VANDEGRIFT returned home to Long Beach after the extended
deployment in October, 1990.

In April 1992, VANDEGRIFT began her fourth deployment to the Arabian
Gulf. Aside from the normal patrolling duties, she participated in exercises
with the navies of India, Qatar, and Pakistan, helping to increase U.S. rela-
tions in that area. She returned to Long Beach in October, 1992.

Since leaving the shipyard in November, 1993, VANDEGRIFT has com-
pleted a highly successful Fleet Exercise; been recognized with the
COMNAVSURFPAC Food Service Award; achieved three successful missile
firings; and completed a highly successful Operational Engineering Exam
(OPPE). VANDEGRIFT’s homeport is San Diego, CA.

The ship’s decorations include the Meritoriouos Unit Citation, National
Defense Service Medal, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal and three Sea
Service Ribbons.

R
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RAK Ruler receives
American Commander

RAS AL KHAIMAH (WAM): Supreme Council member and Rt

of Ras al Khaimah His Highness Sheikh Saqr bin Mohammed al Q
'simi received yesterday Commodore Joseph Corsy, Commander o
US frigate currently anchored at the Ras al Khaimah Port.
t The meeting was also attended by Deputy Ruler of Ras al Khain
b | and Commander of the Badr 11 Brigade Sheikh Sulthh bin Sagr al Q
simi, Head of the Emiri Court Sheikh Saud bin Saqgr al Qassimi, !
: Ambassador William Rugh, US Consul in Dubai David Pearce a
other officials.

Supreme Council member and Ruler of Ras al Khaimah His Highness Sheikh Sagr bin Mobammed al
&ﬂll recelved yesterday Commodore Joseph Corsy, Commander of a US frigate currently anchored at
Ras al Khaimah Port. Also seen Is US Ambassador Willlam A Rugh.

g

B 3 T AT TR W R S W WA PR PSSR AR e B



ACK'D

PR1 40003 SMNOP1208 B UNCLASSIFIED ROUTINE
TOD 1280092 TOP 1200492 11234082 OCT 95
VZCZCLQAQRRA! 7 LOAAQUBGY

RTTUZYUN RHOAAJAG4269 2842380=UUUU==RUHPSUU,
ZNR UUUUU
R 11232@Z 0OCT 9%
FM PACFLT PEB SAN DIEGD CA//CDET//
TO COMNAVBURFPAC SAN DIEGD CA//NQ1/N3/N3A/N311/N43/N434
/NB/NB2/NB24//

INFO CINCPACFLT PEARL HARBQOR HI//N@1/NOQQIO/NU3//
COMNAVSEASYSCOM WASHWINGTON DC//B3D//
NAVSURFPAC READSUPPGRU SAN DIEGO CA//B@//
COMTHIRDFLY
PACFLT PEB SAN DIEGO CA//N@YPEB1//
LANTFLT PEB NORFOLK VA//NB20//
RSO SAN DIEGO CA
COMDESRON TWO THREE
SUPSHIP SAN DIEGO CA
JUSS VANDEGRIFT  $$8%
8T
UNCLAS //N23540@//
MSGID/GENADMIN/PACFLT PEB SAN DIEGO CA//
SUBJ/OPERATIONAL PROPULSION PLANT EXAM (OPPE) IN USS
VANDEGRIFT (FFG 48)//
REF/A/DOC/OPNAVINST/28ARPR92//
REF/B/DOC/CPFINST/13AUGY1//
REF/C/RMG/PACFLT PEB/@5008120CT95//
NARR/REF A IS OPNAVINST 38408,4M, REF B I8 CINCPACFLTINST
3540,3A, REF C IS REPORT OF INCOMPLETE OPPE,//
RMKS/
1e AN OPPE WNAS COMPLETED IN USS VANDEGRIFT ON 10811 OCT 9% IAW
REFS A AND B, A FINDING OF SATISFACTORY WITHM AN ADJECTIVE GRADE OF
SATISFACTORY WAS ASSIGNED,
2, EXAM AREAS WERE EvALuaveo AS FOLLOWSS

Ay, MATERIAL = SATISFACTORY,

8, FIREFIGHTING = SATISFACTORY,

Co MANAGEMENT = SATISFACTORY (AS REPQRTED REF C),

Dy TRAINING w SATISFACTORY,

Ee OPERATIONS = SATISFACTORY,
3, SENJOR EXAMINER!'S COMMENTS: TME SHIP REPORTED TWO PIECES OF
EQUIPMENT QUT OF COMMISSION AND ZERO EQUIPMENT DEGRADATIONS DURING
THE EXAM, THE BOARD IDENTIFIED TWO ADDITIONAL PlECES OF
inuIPMENT QUT OF COMMISSION AND THREE ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT
DEGRADATIONS, CLEANLINESS, PRESERVATION AND STOWAGE WERE AS
PREVIOUSLY REPORTED IN REF C, A HIGH POWER DEMONSTRATION WAS
QBSERVED AND WAS EVALUATED SATISFACTORY, THE SHIP WAD TWO
QUALTIFIED WATCH SECTIONS, 1IN THE FIRST SECTION, 67 PERCENT OF
EVOLUTIONS AND 67 PERCENT OF DRILLS WERE EVALUATED A8 SATISFACTORY
QR BETTER, IN THE SECOND SECTION, 67 PERCENT OF EVOLUTIONS AND %0
PERCENT OF DRILLS WERE EVALUATED AS SATISFACTORY OR BETTER, THE

&E? &EB)SUP RMC CICO CIC COMMO CDO IZ,J{
M MED 1LT AIR CMS CSC GMF AIG SM| RM2 CHOP COPY e

UNCLASSIFIED ROUTINE
PAGE 1 . 1123082 OCT 95
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1123282 OCT 95

ECCTT WAS EVALUATED A8 SATISFACTORY BUT DEGRADED DUE TO
DEFICIENCIES IN DRILL IMPOSITIONS AND SYSTEM KNOWLEDGE, THE MAIN
SPACE FIRE DRILL wAS EVALUATED A8 SATISFACTORY, THE DCTYT wWAS
EVALUATED AS SATISFACTDRY BUT DEGRADED DUE 7O DEFICIENCIES IN DRILL
IMPOSITIONS, WATCHSTANDER CONTROL AND EVALUATION THOROUGMNESS,
MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS WERE EVALUATED AS PREVIOUSLY REPORTED IN REF Ce
4, THE SHIP WAS EXAMINED AT NAVAL STATION SAN OIEGO AND [N THE
SOCAL QPAREA,

%“, THE EXAMINATION REPORT AND DETAJILED LIQTING OF EACH ODEFICIENCY
“OUND DURING THE EXAM WAS PROVIDED TQ THE COMMANDING OFFICER AND
THE 18IC,//
87
4269
NNNN

UNCLASSIFIED ROUTINE
PAGE 2 ' ‘ 1123002 OCT 9%
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‘RY 2A4T6 SMNA13819 8 YNCLASSIFIED ) ROUTINE
nn Ar2111Z TP A7121112 . 9719481 JAN 95
ZCZCLOAGQRA 4 LOAAGESYS

TTUZYUw ~HPBAAVIS@S 4107194@8=UUUU=RUHGSUU,
NROUUUUY
2719482 JAN 9S
‘M USS VANDEGRIFT
‘1 COMUSNAVCENT//012//
"NFO CINCPACFLT PEARL HARBQOR HI//NBVP//
"JMNAVSURFPAC SAN DIEGO CA//N@1P//
'OMNAVBASE SAN DIEGO CA//NS//
AvSTA SAN DIEGQ CA//N@IVP// F" e
‘HINFU wASHINGTON DC//@08/82// VPAO
AVMEDIACEN ~ASHMINGTON DC//GG/NNS/I
“HTNC NORFOLK .vA//Q@//
‘OMDESRON THREE THREE
‘TF ONE FIVE OME
AVINFO EAST NEwW YORK//JJJ//
T
NCLAS  //MNAST2d//7
SGID/GENADMIN/VANDEGRIFT//
‘UBJ/PRNPNSED PRESS RELEASE FOR CHANGE OF COMMAND CEREMONY//
NC/MOLINARI/ENS/PHNS INMARSAT 21 1=873=|53=4351//
wk3/1, FOL PRESREL [S SUBMITTED FOR APPROVAL AND IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
JOTES VANDEGRIFT HOLDS CHANGE OF COMMAND QN PATROL IN THE NORTH
ARABIAN GULF
RY ENS JOMWN J, MOLINARI
1JSS VANDEGRIFT (FFG=48)

CHANGE JF COMMAND CEREMONIES WERE HELD NNBOARD USS VANDEGRIFT
FEG 48) JANUARY 47, 1995 AHEN COMMANDER JOSEPH A, CORS! RELIEVED
JumARNDER DAVID C, HARRISON, THE CEREMONY wWAS HELD ONBOARD WHILE
AMDEGRIFT ..AS PATROLLING THE NORTH ARABIAN GULF,

COMMANDER CQORST 4AS PREVIOUSLY ASSIGNED AS JOINT PLANS AND
XERCISES IFICER ON THE STAFF (OF COMMANDER THIRD FLEET,

COMMANDER CNRSI ~AS SERVED NNBOARD USS KITTY HAWK (CV 63),

38 <AMSEY (FFG 2), USS wILLIAM =, STANOLEY (CG 32) AND USS ROBISON
NG 12), <[S AWARDS TNCLUDE THE “FRITORIQUS SERVICE MEDAL
"HREE AnAR(CS), WAVY COMMENDATIION MEDAL (THREE AWARDS), NAVY

CRIEVEMENT 4EDAL AND WUMERQUS CAMPAIGN MEDALS AND RIBBONS,
CO4mMaNUESR CORSI IS 4 NATIVE OF m
COMMANNER ~ARRISOM =AS QRDERS TQ THE A AN NAVAL

2ERATIONS FOR PLANS AND POLICY IN 4ASHINGTON D,C,
AUNTE,
FReIoC LD FILE vaALID,/Z/
: .
‘88
Ay

20 @3 o5 F46 SuP (Tw@ME CICT CIC 4DV MED NAV NISB ——
WD 0N mei) P17 OCA ATR CSC SMY GMF AIG SHOTGUN C HOP—elbh B P ¥ e
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M1 @edeb SMNUB184B B UNCLASSTFEFTEDRD ROUTINE
T ?918QA7Z TOP 29184712 @917252 JAN 95
vZLZCLOAVRD13 LOAAGAB13

RTRUZYUR RHPBAAV1IS33 0291 72S=UUUU==RUHGSUL,
8% uuyy
2 1917282 JAN 95 ZY8
Fi4 USS VANDEGRIFT
T+ COMUSNAVCENT//BYV2//
[+FO CINCPACFLT PEARL HARBQOR HI//NUWI1PA//
CTF ONE FIVE ONE
CUMNAVSURFPAC SAN DIEGO CA//N21PA//
CH4AnAVBASE SAN DIEGO CA//NS//
NAEVMEDTACEN WASHINGTOWN DC//327/
"CHINFO WASHINGTON DC//@E/NNS//
NAVSTA SAN DIFGO CA//NOVP//
FHTNC NDRFOLK VA//@@//
COMDESRON THREE THREE
HAVINFO WEST LOS ANGELES Ca//JJdvz/
“aVvINFO MIDWEST CHICAGO IL//JJJ//
“aVINFO SOUWEST DALLAS TX//JJJ//
waVINFO SOUEAST ATLANTA GA//JJJ//
AVINFQ EAST NEw YORK NY/Z/ZJJJ//
SAVINFO NEWENG BOSTON MA//J3JJ//
a7t
JNCLAS  //NBST208//
“SGID/GENADMIN/VANDEGRIFT//
SUKJ/PRESS RELEASE//
POC/GARCIA/LTJG/PRIPHNSDSN 439wldB83) /om/=/m=/=//
*~kS/1, FOLLOWING PRESS RELEASE SUBMITTED FOR APPROVAL AND IMMEDIATE
“ELEASE,
wliNTE ¢ .
u8S VANDEGRIFT MERITORIOUSLY ADVANCES THREE EXCEPTONAL BAILORS
BY LTJG MARK R, GARCIA
THREE WELL DESERVING INDIVIDUALS WERE MERITORIOQUSLY ADVANCED ONE PAY
arLDE BY USS VANDEGRIFT'!S COMMANDING OFFICER, COR DAVID MARRISON, ON
T lanv 95, TWO OF THE INDIVIDUALS ADVANCED wWERE ENGINEERS WHO
»arTICIPATED IN VANDEGRIFTIS HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL OPERATIONAL PROPULSION
SLALT EXAMINATION, THE TWIRD INDIVIDUAL wAS A KEY PLAYER IN
s DEGRIFY!S HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL COMBAT SYSTEMS SHIP QUALIFICATION
T~ 1ALS (CSSQT), ALL THREE HAD WORKED EXCEPTIONALLY, HARD DURING
.t DEGRIFT'S CURRENT DEPLOYMENT TO THE ARABIAN GULF, THE INDIVIDUALS
" VANCED WERE
FC1
ENe
EN2 .
FOUR OTHER ALS RECEI VEMENT MEDALS FOR
IVINDUAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS DURING VANDEGRIFT!S PREDEPLOYMENT WORKeURS
ail, TRANSIT TO THE ARABIAN GULF,

AWARDED HIEVE ME Es
EN2 29,
oD ENG SUP €3R CICO CIC ADM MED NAV DISB fg
et 0R§§§£§%Ecpo DCA SM1 AIR CSC GMF AIG CMS  SHOTGUN CHO OPYe
UNCLASSIFIED.: ROUTINE
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8917252 JAN 95
MA 1 . 34, DD B

SH2 ., 30, (b)
LT 34, ]
Tt CEREMONY TOOK PLACE WHILE VANDEGRIFT ~A> UNDERwAY CONDUCTING

“ARITIME INTERCEPT NPERATIONS IN SUPPORT OF UNITED NATIONS SECURITY
COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS AGAINST IRAQ IN THE n~nORTH ARABIAN GULF, USS
VANMDEGRIFT 1S CURRENTLY A MEMBER OF THE U,S, MNMAVAL FORCES CENTRAL
CoOveArD AND wILL BE DEPLOYED TO THE ARARIAnW GULF UNTIL THE SPRING OF
1995,
U0 TE
2, FHINC HOLD FILE VALID,//
|
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PRY #0472 SMNOQA1410 B UNCLASSIFIED PRIORITY
TOD 251956Z TOP 2519562 2518052 JAN 95
VZCZCLDAAOBBR2Y? LOAARRR27

PTTUZYUW RHPBAAV1B868 8251885=UUUU~~RUHGSUU,

ZNR UUUUU

P 2518452 JAN 95 ZYB

FM USS VANDEGRIFT

TO COMUSNAVCENT//@12//

INFO CTF ONE FIVE NINE

COMDESRON SEVEN .

CINCPACFLY ®rim UARBOR HI//N@Y//

COMNAVSURFPAL SAN DIEGD CA//NBi//

_COMDESRON THREE THREE

COMNAVBASE SAN DIEGO CA//NS//

NAVMEDIACEN WASHINGTON DC//32//

CHINFO WASHINGTON DC//@0/NNS//

NAVSTA SAN DIEGO CA//N@1//

FHTNC NORFOLK VA//80//

NAVINFO WEST LOS ANGELES CA//JJJ//

NAVINFO MIDWEST CHICAGO IL//JJJ//

NAVINFO SOUWEST DALLAS TX/2JJJ//

NAVINFO SOUEAST ATLANTA GA//JJJ//

BY

UNCLAS //NBS7208//

MSGID/GENADMIN/VANDEGRIFT//

SUBJ/PRESS. RELEASE//

POC/JOHNSON/CDR/XO/INMARSAT 873w153wd351//

RMKS/1, FOLLOWING PRESS RELEASE SUBMITTED FOR ARPROVAL AND

IMMEDIATE RELEASE,

QUOTES - ' .

USS VANDEGRIFT CELEBRATES HALFwNAY NIGHT
BY LTJG HAROLD A, PAYNE

ON 25 JANUARY 1995, USS VANDEGRIFT'!S CREW CELEBRATED THE
MID»POINT OF THEIR 8IX MONTH OEPLOYMENT TO THE ARABIAN GULF, ONE
OF THE HIGHLIGHTS OF THIS IMPORTANY DAY INCLUDED A COMMANDING
OFFICER!S MERITORIQUS MAST, MERITORIOUS MAST PROVIDES AN
OPPORTUNITY FOR THE COMMANDING OFFICER YO PUBLICLY COMMEND
INDIVIDUALS POR OUTSTANDING: PERFORMANCE OF THEIR DUTIES. '
VANDEGRIFT'!S COMMANDING R, COR JOE CORS!, CONDUCT&O THE

MER] | OR’. RM3. , OF "B AND.
RM3 m 22, of ‘ !nMo PLACE
WHIL AS ESCOR PS8 SUSPECTED OF VIOLATING

UNITED NATIONS SANCTIONS AGAINBf IRAQy THE TWO SHIPS WERE
INTERCEPTED BY US NAVAL PORCES AND ARE BEING DIVERTED TO A PORT
IN THE NORTH ARABIAN GULF,

ON THE PREVIOUS DAY, WAV
NDEGRIFT!S ORDNANCE (F

, REENLISTED GMG2 |

. €S0 ENG SUP EOMZRMC CICO CIC ADM MED DISB ILT ?f/("

ORDD ERO RMZ DCA SM1 AIR CSC GMF AIG(CWS) SHOTGUN  CHOPmerimCOP Yommme

( UNCLASSIFIED PRIORITY
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FETTY OFFICER m RETURNED FROM SECURITY TEAM DUTIES ABOARD

ONE OF THE SAN OLATORS TO REENLIST ATOP VANDEGRIFT!S T6MM

GUN MOUNT,

USS VANDEGRIFT IS CURRENTLY A MEMBER OF THE U,S, NAVAL
FORCES CENTRAL COMMAND, VANDEGRIFT'!S MISSIONS IN THE NORTH
ARABIAN GULF INCLUDE CONDUCTING MARITIME INTERCEPT OPERATIONS IN
SUPPORT OF UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS AGAINST
IRAG, USS VANDEGRIFT AND HER LAMPS MARK IlI HELICOPTER
DETACHMENT FROM HSL 47 wILL BE DEPLOYED YO THWE ARABIAN GULF UNTIL
THE SPRING 0% 1995, - : -

""‘HNQUO*E‘" - e . . b e aamtemtrn I SR ——te o

2, FHTNC HOLD FILE VALID,//
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Q1 91094 SMNRAY1A4T32 6 UNCLASSIFIED ROUTINE
TOR 2016347 TOP 2316347 2215432 FEB 95
VZCZCLOApQE1 9 LOAARBRQY9

ATTLZYHw RHPBAAVZ2369 S| 154Q=ulyll==RUHGSUU,
ZMR Ly
< 215492 FER 95 2YB
FM USS VANDEGRIFT
g COMUSNAVCENT//Z012//
TNFO CINCPACFLT PEARL HARBOR {I//NQYVPA//
CTF NNE FIVE NINE
COMNAVSURFPAC SAM DIEGO CA//1@Q1PA//
CUMMAVBASE SAN DIEGO CA//NS//
TAVMEDTACEN WNASHINGTON DC//32//
CAINFO ~ASHINGTON DC//2@/0NNS//
VAVSTA SAx DIEGQ CaAz/neiP/y
FHTMC MORFOLOUK VA/Z/RQ@/y
COADFSRNN THREE THREE
VAVIMFO #EST |L0S ANGELES CA//JJJ
GAVINED ZIDOWEST CHICAGC IL//JJJ/,
5T
NCLAS s /NEST2A//
SGIN/GEMARNTIN/VANDEGRIFT/Z Y/
SURJ/FRESS ~ELEASE//
Mk S/1, FOLLOHIMG PRESS RELEASE SURMITTED FUR APPROVAL AND
iwMpDOIATE WELEASE,
TUTTE S
1SS VANDEGRIFT VISITS U,A,E, PORTS
3Y LTJG "“ARK R, GARCIA

G\ 28 JANUARY 1995, AFTER 38 NDAYS AT SEA, USS VAMDEGRIFT MOORED
ST o TYa SaaR, THE “WAIA PORT OF RAS AL <WAIMAHW, ONE OF THE SEVEN
CATTED ARAB EwIRATES, THAT AFTERNOON, VAMDEGRIFT #AS HONORED TO HOST
T=E ~oLER TF =88 L <=AIMAM, SHEIKH SAQR BIN MOMAMID AL CASIMI, FOR
LeCi ARCARD TRE WNRLT'S FINEST FRIGATF, DURING THEIR 3 DAY PORT
VI8TT, YANDEGRIFT'S CSEw ENJOYED THE BEAUTIFUL BEACHES, SHOPPING FOR

SOOL GFALS AT THE LOCAL SunR (MARKET PLACE AND «A N HF SUPER
WL AT A LLCAL RESORT, PN 0F

“EMARKED "TRE BEACHES TNV RAS AL «xWA[MAW WERE A FANTASTIC PLACE
ra <Fi ax,"

VAGWDEGRTIFT LEFT RA48 AL «KHATAAM ON 31 JANUARY FOR A DAY= (ONG

T=a~STIT T3 JERAL ALI FOR ANOTHERK PART VISIT, VANDEGRIFT
INTHES SEVERAL JTHER U,S, NAVY ~ARSHIPS VISITING JEBEL ALI AND
INJOUYIVNG THE CITY OF nuBAT vHERE THE AMENITIES OF A MODERN CITY ARE
CGABINED «1TY TE CULTURAL RICHANESS OF THE ANCIENT MIDOLE EAST,
AR CRE»»Fy ERJOYED LOCAL WNSPTITALITY RY TAKING ADVANTAGE NF THE USO'S
wsT=a=3altcR PrOsrRAY, ONE OF THEM, 2v2 [DIG] T oF

SATN "THWE HOST A SAILNOR PROGRAM WAS A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO
“RET PFOPLE FRAY [4F AREA avD FIND QUT “~0ORF AROUT NDUBAL,"

Q LD €SN “u6 SUP ODERC CICO CIC ADM MED DISB TS
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2815402 FEB 95
THE DURAT T*PNRT PERIONND aLSO ALLOwED TIME FOR INSTALLATION OF
TRLIPMENT ARCESSARY FAR VANDEGRIFT'!'S PARTICIPATION IN HER NEXT
*ISSTON, AN ANTI=3U34ARINE ~ARFARE (ASw) EXERCISE Z“ALLED SHAREM .18,
TURING SHAREM, YANDEGRIFT JSPENT TAQ WEEKS UNDERWAY FRACTICING ASW
«ITH 4SS "AvID R, RAY, USS LAKF ERIE, 1JSS TOPEKA "NI' THE RESEARCH
/ESSFL SILAS HENT, THIS [4PORTANT FXERCISE INCLUDED ASW IN BOTH THE
IRABTIAN Gy AND THE GULF QF OMAN, EACH SHIP USED VARIOUS ASW ASSETS
AT THETIR L7¢2084aL, ~HICH IN VANDEGRIFT!S CASE, INCLUDED THE USE OF
H4ER 3R=19 PASSIVE ACOUSTIC TUWED ARRAY, 3Q5=56 HULiL MOUNTED ACTIVE
SONAR AND YANDFGRIFT!S SH=6UB LLAMPS MK=[Il HELICOPTER EMBARKED FROM
P IGHT ANTI=SUBMARIME HELICNPTER SQUADRO™M 47 IN SAN DIEGG, SHAREM 112
148 HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL TM Al L RESPECTS AND PROVIDED AN EXCELLENT
TRAINING OPPORTUNLYY FNR VANDEGRIFT!S CREwn, UPON COMPLETION OF SHAREM
114, VANDEGRIFT RATURNED TQ JEBEL ALT FOR A MAINTENANCE PERIOD WITH
THE CNRWARD NEBLOYED DESTROYER TENDER 11SS SAMUEL ™M, GOMPERS,

NEARING THE ENMD OF HER ARABIAN GULF DEPLOYMENT, VANUDEGRIFT wILL
IPEHUD THE LEXT c i ~FEKS IPERATING IN THE ARABIAN GULF WDER THE
SMANN OF 1,5, wAVAL FNRCES CENTRAL CNMMAND AMD THEN READ HOME TO
3A4% NIFGA, CA,
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ORY PrUIB SMNRAFU3TY F g s CL s &SITFIE > PRIMNRITY
TN 27204%F TOP 272709% 2713722 FEK 95
YZCECLIABZL10S  LIAAEGD198

OTTUuZYilve RUHGSGGT78LT7 285815 Uy=dUUl==RHPRAAYV,
AR IV U
2 2713022 FEE 95 2Y= ©Si: 73w 922623
Fro CAMNESROE FIve ZFERD
YO k=PRAAV/USS VANPERRIFT
TAFZ RuFTRAR/CONIUSHAVCENT/ 28/ NS/ Y/
RU~BZAF/COMCRUDESGSL OME
CUsPNUL/COMDESRO: SEVFw
=T
HnCLAS //®0Q3122/7/
EXER/SHARE® Y12//
“SGlZ/GENADMIN/CDS=547//
SURJ/SKHLRENM 119 PERFQOOMANCE//
kmeS1, THE "TOP=VNTCMY PERFNRMANCE OF USS VANDEGRIFT DURING THE
PECENT SHAREM 112 »~AS8 I«STRUMENTAL TD THE SUCCESSFUL EXECUTION OF THE
EXERCISE, PARTICLLARLY NOTEWDRTHY WAS YCUR SAFE AMD PROFESSIONAL
SrRALLGy. WATER TAIL UPERATIONS NURING THE STRAIT OF HORMUZ TRANSIT,
YCur “AVE SET THE STANDARD FOP FUTURE CPERATIONS Iw THAT CRITICAL
CrOKZENINT,
2., SINCE ARRIVING I™ THE ARABIAN GULF THE OFFICERS AND CREW OF
VAMDEGRIFT HAVE DEMONSTRATED A TOTAL COMMITMELT TO EXCELLEMCE DURING
FVERY ENDEAVOR, YOUR SUPERR PERFORMANCE DURING SHAREM 118 wAS YET
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ANOTHER REFLECTION OF THAT COMMITHMENT,
3, wELL DONE,//
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TC RHPRAAV/USS VANDEGRIFT

IRFO RUHMPZAE/COMCRI'DESGRIY QONE/Z/BR//
RUFTNAT/COUMDESRON FIVE ZERN7/0R//

2T
"INCLAS  PERSONAL FNAR COR COXSI IrFC Rant gNRQOY AND COMMODORE STOME
FRAM CAPT //NAGRABY/

MSGID/GENADMIN/CCHSURFWARDEVGRU/GAZidaR//

SURJ/SHAREM 117 SUPPORT//

RMK8/1, JOE., wITh SHAREM 11¢ CCMPLETED, I wANTED TC PASS ON MY
SINCERE THANKS FOR vOUR SUPPORT DURING THE EXERCISE, SHAREM 112
»248 ONE OF THE ~OST COMPLEY AND CHALLENGING EXERCISES COMDUCTED wvY
THE SURFACE WARFARFE NEVELOPMENT GRPUP T DATE, THE HARD wONK NF
Y:UR OFFICERS AnC CRE~MEMBERS MADE IT 2 SUCCESS, Tn PARTICULAR, LT
BIG) B SHOULC RE COMMENDED FOR HIS ASSTSTANCE THh THE DATA
COLLECTION EFFORT.,

2, IT wILL TAKE SEVERAL #EEKS TN RECOMNSTRUCT ALL THE TRACKS QF THE
PLRTICIPANTS AND DEVELOP A DETAILED A#wD ACCURATE PICTURE OF WHWAT
“ORKED TACTICALLY IN THE FREEPLAY EVENTS., I AMTICIPATE THAT QUR
PAGE-@2 RUCBSGGS21! UNCLAS

EATHER LEMGTHY QUICKLOOK MESSAGE, ““ICH wILL REPORT ON THE PESULTS
OF THE EXERCISE, wILL BE Ch THE STREET BRY THF EMD OF 2PRIL,

3, AGAIN, THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT, IT IS HOPED THAT BY YCUR
EFFORTS, SHIPS WHICH DEPLOY TO THE ARARIAN GULF WILL BE BETTER
ERUIPPED WITH THE RIGHT TACTICS TC DO THEIR MISSION, I HOPE THAT
THE REMAINDER OF YQUR DEPLOYMENT IS SUuCCESSFUL aAND THAT YOU HAVE A
SAFE RETURN HOME,

s, warw recaros, NN EIGEEN /
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FM USS VANDEGRIFT

TQ USS GARY

37T

UNCLAS //NB1708//
MSGID/GENADMIN/VANDEGRIFT//

~ SUBJ/ VANOEGRIFT FAMILYGRAM//

AMKS/1, PLEASE PASS THE FOLLOWING FAMILYGRAM TO VAN'S OMBUDSMAN
m FOR PRINTING AND DISTRIBUTION, PLEASE

G USAN SO NO RETYPING WILL BE REQD, WE:
4ILL ALSO SEND BY SALTS IN CASE YOU DON'T HAVE GATEGUARDS

QUOTE s

FROM THE COMMANDING QOFFICER

NDEAR FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF VANDEGRIFT,

GREETINGS FROM THE GULF OF OMAN, AS I WRITE THIS, I AM
RELAXING ON THE RRIDGE WING ON A GORGEQUS DAY JUST OFF THE COAST
OF MUSCAT, OMAN AS WE AWAIT CLEARANCE TO PROCEED INTO PORT,

AFTER AN EXTREMELY SUCCESSFUL THREE MONTHS OPERATING IN THE
ARABIAN GULF, WE ARE FINALLY ON THE DOWNWILL SIDE OF TME
DEPLOYMENT AND HAVE BEGUN QUR LONG JOURNEY HOME,

ALL OF YOUR LOVED ONES, TO A MAN, HAVE GIVEN THEIR BEST
EFFORT IN COMPLETING OUR VITAL MISSION IN THE GULF AND YOU HAVE
EVERY REASON TO RE PROUD OF THEM, VANDEGRIFT HAS BEEN A KEY
SLAYER IN THE CONTINUING ENFORCEMENT OF U,N, SANCTIONS AGAINSY
TRAQ AND IN HELPING DEVELOP ANTI=SUBMARINE TACTICS THAT SHIPS OF
THE FUTURE WILL USE IN THIS VOLATILE PART OF THE WORLD, WE DID
IT ALL AND DID IT RIGHT = AND ABOVE ALL WE DID IT SAFELY,

AS WE TRANSIT EAST IT WILL BE HARD TO KEEP OUR MINDS ON OUR
TCR AS THOUGHTS OF YOU AND THE APRIL 2STH REUNION BECOME
STRONGER, I CANNOT EXPRESS ENOUGH OUR THANKS FOR YOUR
4“ONDERFUL SUPPORT IN THE FORM OF LETTERS, PACKAGES AND PHONE CALLS
FROM THE DAY VANDEGRIFT LEFT SAN DIEGO UNTIL NOW, AND AS HARD AS
‘E'VE WORKED TO MAKE THIS CRUISE A SUCCESS, WE KNOW THAT YOU HAVE
GIVEN JUST AS MUCH EFFORT IN TAKING CARE OF THE HOUSE, KIDS, CAR AND
NOG WITH NO HELP FROM US,

ON A PERSONAL NOTE FOR ALL THE VANDEGRIFT WIVES, JUST AS YOU
“AVE PROBABLY CHANGED A LITTLE SINCE WE'VE BEEN GONE (POSSIBLY
50TTEN MORE INDEPENDENT?), REALIZE THAT WE MAY HAVE CHANGED TO
S0ME DEGREE ALSO, - SOME OF US HAVE ADDED' A LITTLE WEIGHT OR
SUBTRACTED A LITTLE' RALIR CLIKE ME ON BOTH COUNTS), AND ALL OF US
HAVE GOTTEN USED 'TO..HAVING ONLY OTHER MEN: AS: COMPANIONS, - IF WE*.
ACT A LITTLE WEIRD AT FIRST, PLEASE BE PATIENT WITH US, - i

M X _&€3 €SO ENG SUP AIR-COMM)AED CICO CIC
B MED ILF CM& RM2 SM1 €38 GMF AIR ; CHOP :Egi-cnpv;§$%?::
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AGAIN I AM VERY PROUD OF THE JOB THAT BOTH OF YOU AND YOUR
SPECIAL VANDY SAILOR HAVE DONE DURING THE PAST FEW MONTHS AND
SINCERELY LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING ALL OF YOU, UNTIL I DO, MY
BEST ~ISHES FOR A JOYOUS AND WELL DESERVED REUNION,

Jo A, CORSI
COMMANDING OFFICER

b5 1 SEE
ETCS(SH) mg_ uSN
COMMAND SENIOR €

TODAY IS A GOOD DAY, I AM WRITING THIS ON SUNDAY, MARCH 12 (THE
VAGARIES OF THE MAIL SYSTEM BEING WHAT THEY ARE, WHO KNOWS WHEN —
YOU ARE READING IT), AND WE ARE SLIGHTLY MORE THAN THREE FOURTHS
TRROUGH OUR DEPLOYMENT, WE HAVE ALREADY LEFT THE ARABIAN GULF.

END FROM HERE ON OUT EVERY MILE WE TRAVEL BRINGS US NEARER TO OUR
FAMILIES AND LOVED ONES, EVERY DAY BRINGS OUR REUNION WITH YOU THAT
MUCH CLOSER,

AS 1 SAID IN AN EARLIER LETTER, NOTHING THAT SEPARATES US FROM
YOU IS DESIRABLE, BUT, AS DEPLOYMENTS GO, IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO
ASK FOR 4 BETTER ONE THAN THIS, WE HAVE BEEN GONE ALMOST PIVE MONTHS
NOW AND THERE WAVE BEEN NO DEATHS OR INJURIES, NO UNUSUAL PROBLEMS OR
SCCIDENTS IN ANY OF TME PORTS WE VISITED, AND NOTHING APPEARS TO BE
TAKING PLACE IN THIS VOLATILE PART OF THE WORLD THAT SHOWS ANY SIGNS
NF KEEPING US HERE ONE DAY LONGER THAN NECESSARY,

THE SCHEDULE FOR OUR TRANSIT HOME HAS SUFFERED NUMEROUS
CHANGES, AND IN EACH CASE THE CHANGES WAVE PLEASED SOME AND
DISAPPOINTED OTHERS, THE IMPORTANT THING TO NOTE IS THAT AT NO TIME
WAS THE MOST IMPORTANT PART OF THAT SCHEDULE (THAT SMALL EVENT ON THE
MORNING OF APRIL' 25TH) EVER ALTERED IN ANY WAY, BY THE TIME WE
RETURN HOME' WE WILL HAVE VISITED TWELVE PORTS IN SEVEN COUNTRIES,
sND TRAVELED (LITERALLY) HALF WAY AROUND THE WORLD AND BACK
AGAIN, |

OUR CREW-HAS CONTINUED TO PERFORM EVERY MISSION SET BEFORE
THEM SUPERBLY, - AS THE FIRST SWIP EVER TO TRANSIT THE STRAITS OF
“0RMUZ WHILE CONDUCTING TOWED SONAR ARRAY OPERATIONS, WE
RECEIVED RECOGNITION THROUGHOUT THE FLEET FOR OUR ACCOMPLISHMENT,
VANDEGRIFT(S DUTIES“AS: ESCORT FOR- SANCTIONS VIOLATORS WERE ALSO
COMPLETED FLAWLESSLY, INCLUDING' SUPERB EFFORTS ON THE PART OF' THE
VISIT=BOARDSEARCHSSETIURE TEAM WHICH CONDUCTED NUMEROUS SAFE
AND INCIDENT FREE- BOARDINGS AND INSPECTIONS, THE ENGINEERS: NHO TOOK
RAGGED SHIPS THAT SEEMED TO BE HELD TOGETHER BY BUBBLE GUM AND
SHOESTRINGS AND KEPT THEM AFLOAT AND RUNNING, AND. OUR' DECK: CREW
WHO COMPLETED~EVERY EVOLUTION IMPECCABLY,

JUST AS WE:-WERE PRERARING TO LEAVE THE GULF: AND. HEAD HOME.: WE
RECEIVED SHORT NOTICE' TASKING TO HOST A RECEPTION FOR: AS: MANY: AS
THREE HUNDRED:-GUESES:~ WORKING WITH ONLY A FEW DAYS NOTICE, DECK -
DIVISION ALMOSY COMPLETELY PAINTED: THE: SHIP: TO: MAKE IT SPARKLE. THE
SUPPLY DEPARTMENT PUT TOGETHER A SUPERB BUFFET, THE: SIGNALMEN :

-~ -
-
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COMPLETELY DECORATED THE FLIGHT DECK AND HELO MANGERS, AND TO QUR: '
GUESTS (INCLUDING ADMIRALS, AMBASSADORS, FOREIGN DIPLOMATS AND
:EADSIOF STATE) IT APPEARED THAT VANDEGRIFT DID THINGS LIKE THIS ALL..
HE TIME,
YOUR HUSBANDS HAVE CONTINUED TO SHINE, WITH NUMEROUS NEW
AWARDS PRESENTED DURING THE LAST TWO AWARDS CEREMONIES (ONE MWELD
IN JEBEL ALI, AND THE OTHER IN MUSCAT), CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
FOLLOWING PEOPLE WHO ALL RECEIVED PERSONAL AWARDS, INCLUDING
SEVERAL AWARDS FROM VICE ADMIRAL REDD, THE COMMANDER OF U,S,
MAVAL FORCES IN THE CENTRAL COMMAND REGION®

NAVY COMMENDATION MEDALS

(b) (6) ens BEQIQ) ENCS(SW) (b) (8)
occ HM1 CSW)
GSM1 0S2(SW)

NAVY M MEDALS
M am2 ) (6) (b) (6)
SHY EMC ¢ () (0)
181 MS1 (D) (0}
IMC DS w) (6)
4T 1ce
3K3 EN2
LT cwo2

: ]

COMUSNAVCENT LETTERS OF

ATY (b) (6) 081
FC2 MR2
782 SH3
YN3 8M3

I AM PARTICULARLY PROUD OF SEVERAL OF THE CREW WMO COMPLETED

THEIR ENLISTED-SURF! WARFARE S T QUALIFIC o« 0S1(SW)
TGN, 052¢sw) OACE ET3(SW) 0S2(8W) » RM2(SNW)
(OIOB AnND 0S2(SW) (WEQ] SET THE ARD FOR PROF ALISM AND

SEVERAL OTHERS ARE POISED TO FOLLOW IN THEIR FOOTSTEPS,

VANDEGRIFT WILL BE MOME SOON, I LOOK PORWARD TO SEEING ALL OF
YOU ON THE PIER WHEN WE PULL IN, PLEASE TRY AND STAY IN TOUCH QVER'
THE SUMMER, WE WILL STILL HAVE WIVE'S CLUB MEETINGS, COMMAND
SICNICS AND OTHER ACTIVITIES, BUT WITHOUT YOUR SUPPORY IT IS HARD T0
<EEP THINGS GOING, w AND m ARE ALREADY WORKING ON THIS
YEAR'S CHRISTMAS PARTY C(IT WILL Y BE ON DECEMBER 15TH), AND

SILL NEED LOTS OF HELP TO ENSURE THIS PARTY MAKES UP FOR LAST
CHRISTMAS,

| ©)©)
__ETCS(SW)  USN - -
UNTLASSIFIED FOUTTHY ROUTINE
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COMBAT SYSTEMS DEPARTMENT

CS=3 FAMILYGRAM

EVERYTHING IN ORDNANCE DIVISION COULDN'T BE BETTER, NOW THAT
THE SHIP IS ON IT'S LAST FORTY NINE DAYS, THE DIVISION CAN REFLECT
BACK ONM A LOT OF GREAT ACCOMPLISHMENTS, AS THE PROTECTORS OF USS
VANDEGRIFT OUR EQUIPMENT HAS ALWAYS BEEN READY THROUGHOUT THE
NEPLOYMENT, AND OUR MEN REWARDED ACCORDINGLY,

THE GUNNERS HAVE LEARNED THAT SAND AND SMALL ARMS ARE NOT A

- COMBINATION, MANY HOURS HAVE BEEN SPENT BY GMG2
m AND GMG3 m ALONG WITH THE REST OF THE WORKCENTER
ALL TOPSIDE GUNS =~ KEEPING THEM LOOKING GOOD AND READY TO

FIRE,

‘ GMM2 m GMM2 (SW) % AND GMM3 HAVE DONE AN
EXCEPTIONA KEEPING THE ER AT 10@ DURING THE ENTIRE
DEPLOYMENT IN THE GULF, SPENDING MANY INPORT KOURS ENSURING ALL

LAUNCHER MAINTENAN 18 COMP
FC1(8SW) FC3 AND FC3 JUST FINISHED GIVING

CIwWS A COMPLE OVER, SYSTEM H VER LOOKED AND
WORKED BETTER

Fey m Fca ., AND FC2 m KEPT THE MK 92
SYSTEM 1IN GUARAN THE SHIP AYS PROTECTED
UNDER THE WATCHFUL EYE OF THEIR RADARS,

THE DIVISION WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME OUR NEW COMER GMG1(SW)
FROM PHYSW GURITY POINT LOMA, WE ALSO WOULD LIKE YO
L

| ULATE FC2 FOR RECEIVING A LETTER OF COMMENDATION AND A
NAVY ACHIEVEMENT FOR HIS OUTSTANDING ACHIEVE AS WEAPONS
ONTROL OFFICER, CONGRATULATIONS ALSO GO TO GMM2 i;ﬁéﬁ! AND FC2
m FOR RECEIVING ADMIRALS LETTERS OF COMMENDA ROM
SNAVCENT ADMIRAL REDD FOR THEIR OUTSTANDING JOB AS MAINTENANCE
TECHNICIANS,

AS A DIVISION WE HAVE SEEN MANY CHANGES THIS D ENT, WE
GAINED THE LEADERSHIP AND EXPERIENCE OF F iﬁhﬁéi COURLED
“ITH A NEW LEADING PETTY OFFICER FC1(SW) ERYTHING IS
AS THEY SAY "NO PROBLEM," WE ALSO GAINED AS THE NEW
QPDNANCE OFFICER AND WISH MIM MUCH LUCK WITH AMMO ADMIN AND THE
SIVISION,

THOUGH THE DAYS MIGHT BE DRAGGING, WE ALL KNOW IN ORDNANCE
/OIVISION THAT ‘ALL GOOD: THINGS TAKE TIME==QUR RETURN HOME SHOULON(T
BE ANY DIFFERENT, JUST 7 MORE WEEKS (1176 HOURS) LEFT UNTIL THE END
OF WEST=PAC, LIKE WE:SAID LAST FAMILY GRAM, WHO'S COUNTING?

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT
EMO2 DIVISION

M@2 HAS H THE PAST FEW MONTHS, EN{
AND - zns FINISHED UP THEIR CAREERS
N AND HAVE WELCOME EN2 b :

THE DIVISION. CDNGRATULATIONS ARE IN ORDER FOR
RECENT NAVY ACHIEVEMENT MEDAL FOR HIS OUTSTANDING WORK
"NEW" SECOND CLASS PETTY OFFICERS, EN2
-, ALSO DESERVE A WORD OF CDNGRA(T/JLA

UNCLASSIFIED ' ROUTINE
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m JUST RECEI A GOOD CONDUCT MED STANDING- YEARS: -

, ICE, ENCS b AND EN1 m : HE:

SHIP RUNNING THROUGH _ PLUY . W]
DEGRIF A S DERWAY, E

COMMITMENTS, GREAT JOB GUYS!

EMA3 DIVISION
GREETINGS FROM JEBEL ALI, UAE TO THE FAMILIES AND FRIENDS' OF"

VANDEGRIFT'S TALENTED ELECTRICIAN!S MATES, SINCE THE
FAMILYGRAM, SEVERAL NEW FACES JOINED THE DIVISION! EM2
WHO COMPLETED A TOUR AS A RECRUITER IN KENTUCK

U

RADUATE FROM HIS ENRQUTE SCHOOLING!), EM2

NAS AN . .
~ WHO CAME TO US FROM DUTY AT NAVAL
: ALUALEI, HAWATI AND EM3 WHO CAME FROM
JSS INDEPENDENCE (CV=64) HOME KA, JAPAN, WE ALSC

SAW THE DEPARTURE OF EM2(SW) W m WHQ COMPLETED A
0 VANDEGRIFT, WE WISH

SUCCESSFUL 7=MONTH TEMPORARY

4IM CESS AT H NE X MMAND, SIMA SAN DIEGO,
M2 AND EM3 WHO ARE HERE TAD
FROM (AD=43), INUE 10 DO AN OUTSTANDING: JOB WITH-

EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE, AND EM3 ARLY COMPLETED HWIS.
£SWS QUALIFICATION AS WELL, EM
A 2=MONTH TOUR AS FOOD SERVICE ATTEN ND FN

OMPLETED
DIVISION'S LONE ELECTRICAL APPRENTICE) DOES A MA JOB WITH
JAMAGE CONTROL MAINTENANCE AND CONTINm HONE HIS

TECHNICAL SKILLS, ADDITIONALLY, EM3 AND EM3-

RECEIVED THE NAVY GOOWDUCT AWARD,. RATULATIO OUR:
CHIEF, EMC(SW) s WHO- WAS AWARDED THE: NAVY
ACHIEVEMENT MED R WONDROUS DEEDS HE HAS DONE (SO. FAR)
OURING THE DEPLOYMENT, HE ALSO RECEIVED HIS FOURTH GOOD

m AWARD FINALLY, CONGRATS TO OUR DIVISION OFFICER, LTJG

WHO REBOUNDED FROM THE HOSPITAL TO COMPLETE HIS.
FICER QUALIFICATION, AS THE NUMBER OF DAYS UNTIL
<OMECOMING DROR INTO THE LOW 4018, WE WISH EVERYONE. WELL, SEE YOU
SOON!

OPERATIONS- DEPARTMENT

"GREETINGS FROM THE COMMUNTCATIONS DIVISION"
AS wE LEAVE A SUCCESSFUL DEPLOYMENT IN THE ARABIAN SEA, THE
COMMUNTICATIONS DIVISION CAN BE JUSTIFIABLY. PROUD OF THEIR
PERFORMANCE, wWE HAVE MAINTAINED. 123 PCT. COMMUNICATIONS. .
CONNECTIVITY, PROCESSED QVER 40@@ INCOMING AND. 1208. OUTGOING. -.
MESSAGES A MONTH AND PASSED ALL COMMUNICATION. TESTS AND. - .
EXERCISES, WELCOME. ABOARD. TO..THE. NEWNEST. MEMBERS;UF OUR... .
COMMUNICATIONS TEAM, RMI ' _COR

AMSN m FROM NTC: &
NTC 8 A3 AND Sm2.

TR TEO eIty

W JRLAATIRG TI30R
; ¥ IMT L AGTTR3nenl

- S “’U‘“u“t‘?."is‘”a"r‘r"r‘;t”o" " “ROUTINE pEgr
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E@!@P WHO HAS BEEN SELECTED AS A MEMBER NOF THE U,S, NAVY
M

'ONIAL GUARD IN WASH N
GOOD LUCK TO RM3 % AND RM3 m AS THEY
PARTICIPATE HE NAVY WID EMENT EXA M2
M HAS RECEIVED THE QUALIF ON OF DIVISIONAL

~ AL REPRESENTATIVE, RM3 ﬁiﬁi!

RASIC DAMAGE CONTROL POS AND SUCCESSFULLY
EXAM,

HAS COMPLETED
SED THE WRITTEN

THE COMMUNICATIONS DIVISION WISHES OUR FAMILIES AND LOVED ONES
ALL THE PEACE AND LOVE IN THE WORLD, LOOKING AT THE CALENDAR,
"IT'S NOT FAR NOW", MAY GOD BLESS AND KEEP YOU ALL,

NECK DIVISION
WE ARE IN OUR FINAL SIX WEEKS OF OUR DEPLOYMENT, WE PASSED

THROUGH THE STRAITS OF HORMUZ FOR THE LAST TIME, LEAVING THE

ARABIAN GULF BEHIND US, MUCH HAS GONE ON SINCE THE LAST FAMILY —

GRAM, FIRST OF ALL WE'D LIKE ARTY W

2 A I\ - ™
ABOARD TO THREE NEW FACES$: BM2 6 , BM3 %-
AND SK m BM2 HAS A GREAT ADDITION
TO OUR HMENT TEam, BM3 ‘ﬁ@&i HAS ASSUMED THE
AIGHLY VISIBLE ROLE AS BOATSWAIN MATE OF THE WATCH AND SR
M HAS BEEN AN INSPIRATION TO ALL WITH HIS EAG
3 TIC ATTITUDE, WEID ALSO LIKE TO WELCOME SA
BACK FROM HIS THREE MONTH TOUR IN SUPPLY DEPARTMENT AS A
FOOD SERVICE ATTENDANT,

THE RECENT NAVY WIDE EXAMINATIONS WERE RECENTLY AD
TAKING THE TEST FOR FIRST CLASS PETTY OFFICER WERE BM2
OND

T FOR_S ASS WERE BM
AND W DESIGNA A

T FOR THIR M

Y SELECTED

MATES

BECOME A HULL TECHNICIAN (HT) IN MAY 95,

O HIS WAY TO STRIKING OUT OF DECK, HE WILL E

ON=THE=JOB TRAINING WITH THE YEOMEN AND RETUR

PLOFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT BOARD IN MAY, SR

“AS SET HIS SIGHTS ON THE QUARTERMASTER RAT WH (b) (6)
IS WORKING ON STRIKING POSTAL CLERK,

I8 ALSO
SOME

DECK RECENTLY CONDUCTED A VERY RARE EVOLUTION < AN UNDERWAY
REPLENISHMENT OF_A MPE LEAD_BY BM BDIONN

A BY BM2 | , SN

m AND"8A" , DECK F - ONNECTED
TO FLOATING FENDERS - ' EL LINE, OUR SM RQVE THE

FIREHOSE LINE OVER YO TH! MERCHANT SHIP WHERE BM{
IT TO THE MERCHANT VESSEL, EVERYONE PERFORMED SUP
HAVING TRAINED FOR THIS TYPE OF EVQ

ii\/!é'iN,
UN

RECEPTION, THE ENTIRE SUPERSTRUCTURE, SIDES, FLIGHT DECK,

UNCbLASSIFIED ROUTINE
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STARBOARD HELICOPTER HANGER AND CENTERLINE PASSAGEWAY
UNDERWENT A MASSIVE REPAINTING EFFORT, VANDEGRIFT WAS THE HOST
SHIP FOR A HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL RECEPTION THROWN FOR HWIGH
RANKING OMANI POLITICAL AND MILITARY LEADERS BY VICE ADMIRAL
REDD, COMMANDER UNITED STATES NAVAL FORCES CENTRAL COMMAND,
WE'RE LOOKING FORWARD TO APRIL 25TH, UNTIL THEN, WETLL KEEP
HEADING EASTI"

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

HELLO FROM X DIVISION,
AT A RECENT AWARDS CEREMONY HM1(Sw) BQICE WAS AWARDED THE NAVY
OMMENDATION MEDAL FOR HIS PREDEPLOYMENT WORK=UP PREPARATIONS AND MA{
IVED A NAVY ACHIEVEMENT MEDAL AT THE CHANGE OF COMMAND
WAS RECOGNIZED AS VANDEGRIFTI!S JUNIOiEﬁ&é!OR OF THE YEAR

EIVED A NAVY ACHIEVEMENT MEDAL, VYN3 EARNED A
LETTER OF COMMENDATION FROM COMMANDER U,S, NAVAL L COMMAND FOR
HIS HARD WORK AND DEDICATION DURING THE DEPLOYMENT, EVERYONE IN
X=DIVISION IS GLAD TO BEGIN OUR JOURNEY MOME, THE HARD PART IS
BEHIND US NOW, WE AWAIT OUR UPCOMING PORT VISITS WITH ANTICIPATION
BUT NOTHING CAN BEAT BEING IN HOMEPORT WITH YOU, OUR FRIENDS AND
FAMILY, EVEN 80O, WE ARE STILL MEETING OUR COMMITMENTS, EARNING
QUALIFICATIONS AND PERFORMING THE MYRIAD DAILY FUNCTIONS THAT KEEP
VANDEGRIFT RUNNING SMOOTHLY, KEEP THE FAITH AND WE WILL SEE YOU
SOON,

A CLOSING NOTE FROM THE XO.

" IT'S HARD TO BELIEVE THAT WE'RE HEADING HOME, IT'LL TAKE A FEW
WEEKS TO GET BACK, BUT WE'RE ALL LOOKING FORWARD TO CROSSING UNDER
THE CORONADO BRIDGE AND SEEING YOU ALL ON THE PIER,

EVERYONE HAS WORKED EXCEPTIONALLY HARD AND PERFORMED
EXTRAORDINARILY WELL =~ BUT YOU WOULD NOT HAVE EXPECTED LESS, THEY
TRULY MADE VANDEGRIFT THE REST WARSHIP IN THE PERSIAN GULF, FROM THE
AJMER TAKEDOWN DURING OUR FIRST OPERATION IN THE PERSIAN GULF, TO THE
AMBASSADOR!S RECEPTION IN OUR LAST PORT VISIT, YOUR MEN FLAWLESSLY
EXECUTED EVERY MISSION WITH PROFESSIONALISM AND CLASS, VADM REDD
SUMMED IT UP WHEN HE TOLD US AT THE RECEPTION « "WHEN TOLD THAT I WAD
TO CHODSE A NEW SHIP TO HOST THE RECEPTION, I SAID THERE WAS NO
CHOICE = I WANT VANDEGRIFT, THEY'RE MY BEST SHIP3 MY FLAGSHIP,"

STEVE JOWNSON
EXECUTIVE OFFICER
UNQUOTE
BT

2773
NNNN

/7
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Fr USS VANDEGRIFT

TO COMUSNAVCENT//@12//

TNFU CINCPACFLT PEARL HARROR HI//NA1PA//
CTF ONE FIVE ONE

CUMNAVSURFPAC SAN DIEGO CA//NA1PA//
COMNAVBASE SAN DIEGO CA//NS//

NAVMEDTACEN WASHINGTON DC//32//

CHINFO WASHINGTON DC//0@/NNS//

NAVSTA SAN DIEGO CA//N@YP//

FHTNC NORFOLK Vva//0@7/

COMDESRON THREE THREE

NAVINFO WEST LOS ANGELES CA//JJJ//

NGVINFO MIDWEST CHICAGO IL//JJJ//

NAVINFN SOUWEST DALLAS TX//JJJ//

NAVINFO SOUEAST ATLANTA GA//JJJ//

NAVINFO EAST NEW YORK NY//JJJ//

VAVINFO NEWENG BOSTON MA//JJJ//

RY

UNCLAS  //N@5728//
MSGIN/GENADMIN/VANDEGRIFT//

SURJ/PRESS RELEASE//
POC/JOHNSON/CDR/X0/INMARSAT = 873=153mU351/
PMKS/1, FOLLOWING PRESS RELEASE SUBMITTED FOR APPROVAL AND
TMMEDIATE RELEASE,

QUOTE:

USS VANDEGRIFT VISITS MUSCAT, OMAN
BY LTJG MARK R, GARCIA

ON 11 MARCH 1995, USS VANDEGRIFT MOORED IN MINA AL SULTAN
CtRO0OS, OMAN, FOR A TWO DAY PORT VISIT TO THE CITY OF MUSCAT,
#USCAT IS LOCATED ON THE GULF OF OMAN IN THE NORTHERN ARABIAN
GULF AND WAS VANDEGRIFT'S LAST STOP BEFORE HEADING HOME AFTER A
FOUR MONTH PERIOD OF OPERATIONS IN THE ARABIAN GULF,

WHILE IN OMAN, VANDEGRIFT SAILORS ENJOYED THE BEAUTIFUL
MOUNTAIN SCENERY OF OMAN AND THME HOSPITALITY OF LOCAL FOLKS WHWILE
PARTICIPATING IN THE EVER POPULAR "HOST A SAILOR PROGRAM", AMERICAN
EXPATRIATES HOSTED VANDEGRIFT SAILORS YO A WIDE VARIETY OF EVENTS
INCLUDING AN AFTERNOON OF VOLLEYBALL, A DESERY MOUNTAIN HIKE,

SCUBA DIVING, A WALK ON THE BEACH AND THE MORE TRADITIONA
HOST=A=SAILOR EVENT: A HOME COOKED MEAL, BM3 oF
@@gg} S0 B GEP ER B @0 c1co crc -
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m, -, SAID "THE HOST A SAILOR PROGRAM WAS VERY RELA A
2 LE VEN SATLORS INCLUDING 082 m OF “
AND OSSN % OF WERE H TO DINNER BY THE
ONORARLE » DUNFORD, U.S, AMBASSADOR TO OMAN, OF THEIR

VISIT THEY SAID: “THE AMBASSADOR AND MRS DUNFORD WERE VERY NICE
PEOPLE, VERY HOSPITABLE" AND “THEY MADE US FEEL LIKE WE WERE BACK

T THE STATES,"

DURING THE SHORT VISIT, VANDEGRIFT SAILORS TOOK ADVANTAGE OF
THFE WIDE VARIETY OF SHOPPING OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE IN MUSCAT!'S
SUUK (SHOPPING DISTRICT), 1IN ADDITION, THEY ENJOYED THE LOCAL
ARAB CUISINE AS WELL AS THE AMERICAN FAST FOOD CHAINS THAT KWAVE
EVEN FOUND THEIR WAY TO THIS FAR OFF PART (OF THE WORLD,

VANDEGRIFT SAILORS ALSO LENT A HELPING HAND TO THE AL AMANA
CENTRE AMERICAN MISSION RY DONATING SOME OF THEIR TIME AND HARD
40RK, SIX VANDEGRIFT SAILORS TRIMMED TREES, CLEARED BRUSH, AND DID

BASIC WIRING AND PAINTING TO_IMPROVE THE CON ON_OF THE MISSION
RUILDING AND GROUNDS, AMH{ OF e .
NESCRIBED HIS EFFORTS BY SAY A GR HELPING

PENPLE LIKE THIS",

VANDEGRIFT'!'S SPIRIT OF GIVING CONTINUED WITH PARTICIPATION

Th A VERY SUCCESSFUL BLOOD_DR H Y THR SAILORS LED BY
VANDEGRIFT'!S CORPSMAN HM{ OF ¢l GAvE
BLOOD TO SUPPORT A LOCAL HO MINISHING SUPPLY, THEIR

CHARITY WAS GREATLY APPRECIATED BY THE HOSPITAL OFFICIALS
AND WAS FEATURED IN AN ARTICLE IN THE LOCAL NEWSPAPER,

DPURING THE LAST NIGHT IN PORT, VANDEGRIFT'S OFFICERS AND CHIEF
PETTY OFFICERS REPAID THE HOSPITALITY OF THE LOCAL AMERICAN
EXPATRIATES AND OMANI PEOPLE, HOSTING A LAVISH RECEPTION FOR
AMBASSADOR DUNFORD AND VICE ADMIRAL JOHN SCOTT REDD, COMMANDER,
NAVAL FORCES CENTRAL COMMAND, VANDEGRIFT ENTERTAINED THE
AMERICAN AND BRITISH EXPATRIATE COMMUNITIES AS WELL AS NUMEROUS
OMANI DIGNITARIES, THE RECEPTION WAS AN OVERWHELMING SUCCESS AS
OVER TWO WUNDRED GUESTS FILLED VANDEGRIFT'S FLIGHT DECK TO ENJOY A

#ONDERFUL EVENING OF AM N SPIT VANDEGRIFT/ PLY
DEPARTMENT, LED BY LT ]2 AND MSC (s] 4
, PUT ON A FLAWLES AIR, . THE GUES D

TOURS OF THE SHIP AS VANDEGRIFT'S OFFICERS AND CHIEF PETTY
OFFICERS TOOK ADVANTAGE OF AN OPPORTUNITY TO SHOW OFF THEIR
IMPRESSIVE WARSHIP,

VADM REDD HONORED SEVERAL OF VANDEGRIFT'S EXCEPTIONAL
CREWMEMBERS DURING THE RECEPTION, 1IN RECOGNITION OF THE T
0B THEY'D DONE WHIL N ARABIAN GULF

AND DCC
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USS VANDEGRIFT IS NOw HEADING EAST TOWARDS HER HOMEPORT OF
San DIEGO, CA, AFTER PLANNED VISITS TO SINGAPORE AND MANILA,
VANDEGRIFT WILL RETURN TO SAN DIEGO IN LATE APRIL FOR A JOYOUS
PEUNIOM WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS,
UNQUOTE

2., FHTNC HOLD FILE VALID,//
RY
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FM USS VANDEGRIFT o

TO COMUSNAVCENT//@12// /y7 :

INFO CINCPACFLT PEARL HWARBOR HI//N@1PA//

CTF ONE FIVE ONE

COMNAVSURFPAC SAN DIEGO CA//N@1PA//

COMNAVBASE SAN DIEGO CA//NS//
- NAVMEDIACEN WASHINGTON DC//32//

CHINFO WASHINGTON DC//@@/NNS//

NAVSTA SAN DIEGO CA//N@1P// -

FHTNC NORFOLK VA//00//

COMDESRON THREE THREE

NAVINFO WEST LOS ANGELES.-CA//JJJ//
— NAVINFO MIDWEST CHICAGO IL//JJJ//

NAVINFO SOUWEST DALLAS TX//JJJ//

NAVINFO SOUEAST ATLANTA GA//JJJ//

NAVINFO EAST NEW YORK NY//JJJ//

NAVINFO NEWENG BOSTON MA//JJJ//

BT

UNCLAS //N@5720//

MSGID/GENADMIN/VANDEGRIFT//

SUBJ/PRESS RELEASE//

POC/JOHNSON/COR/=/ INMARSAT @11wB73=153=y351/

RMKS8/1, FOLLOWING PRESS RELEASE SUBMITTED FOR APPROVAL AND
. IMMEDIATE RELEASE, -

QUOTE1 .
) ' VANDEGRIFT PRESENTS 29 ARABIAN GULF AWARDS

BY LTJG MARK R, GARCIA
USS VANDEGRIFT RECENTLY RECOGNIZED 33 TOP PERFORMERS IN AN
AWARDS CEREMONY THAT MARKED THE END OF VANDEGRIFT!S HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL
ARABIAN GULF OPERATIONS, THE AWARDS CEREMONY WAS CONDUCTED 1S MARCH
1995, THE-DAY AFTER GETTING. UNDERWAY FROM MUSCAT, OMAN TO HEAD EAST
FOR SAN DIEGO,
EACH: ANARD RECOGNIZED EXTRAORDINARY INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTION TO

‘IMPORTANT ‘MI8STONS WNICH INCLUDED MARITIME INTERDICTION- OPERATIONS
IN SUPPORT OF UNITED NATIONS SANCTIONS AGAINST IRAQ, A MAJOR ASW
EXERCISE-IN"THE ARABIAN GULF, THE STRAITS OF HORMUZ AND THE GULF OF
OMAN, AND THE DRAMATIC NON=COOPERATIVE TAKE=DOWN OF THE SUSPECTED
UNITED NATIONS SANCTIONS VIOLATOR M/V AJMER, THE AWARDS WERE SIGNED
BY VICE ADMIRAL JOHN SCOTT REDD, COMMANDER UNITED STATES NAVAL FORCES
CENTRAL COMMAND (COMUSNAVCENT),

“TME' FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS RECE N MMENDATION MEDALSS
T
éNs (©) 6)
ENCS ) 6)
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ETH (b) (6)
GSM1 () (6)
0S2(8W (b) (6)
EW2 (b) (6)
THE FOLLOWING : IEVEMENT MEDALS:
LTJG ®)©) 3 3
T m ©© _
HT 1 (b) (6) i
Y (b) (6) :
EN1 (b) (6)
AD1 (AW ©) ©)
QM2 (b) (6)
1c2 (b) (6)
Fe2 (b) (6)

THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUA LETTERS OF
COMMENDATION
ATICAW) (0) (6)
DS1(Sw ®©)(6)
SK 1 (b) (6)
(b) (6)
(b) (6)
(b) (6)
(b) (6)
(b) 6)
(b) (6)
(b) (6)
(b) (6)

VANDEGR!FT ALSO R 2D S - R EXCEPTIONAL
R -

ABIAN GULF OPERATIONSs HM{(SW)
RECEIVED A NAVY COMMENDATION
RE PRESENTED YO

W)

(b) (6)

. : ‘ ADING HOME FOR
SAN DIEGO, CREWMEMBERS ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO PORY VISITS IN

SINGAPORE, MANILA AND PEARL HARBOR ON THEIR WAY TO A LATE APRIL
HOMECOMING WHICH WILL BE EXACTLY SIX MONTHS TO THE DAY THEY LAST SAW
SAN DIEGO,

UNQUOTE

2, FHTNC KWOLD FILE VALID,//
BT
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TOY 1907457 TOP 1947457 _'__ 1906277 MAR 95
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F. AMEMRASSY MUSCAT

T =HPRAAV/USS VANDEGRIFT

THFO wIIMPNUL/CAMDESRNA SEVE M
SivuFai/COMNAVSURFPAC SAN DIEGOD CA//@k//
Z1.. DYFS/COMDESRON THREE THREF
SeMrnHaH/CINCPACFLT PEARL HARBUR ~I//M0//
S1iKPZAE/COMCRUDESGRU ONE
UETHAR/RUCINAV/CAOMUSNAVCENT

oy o

HinOLAS MUSCAT 221396

T CAPTAIN CORSI FROM AMPASSADOR DUNFQORCD

.7, 123502 DECL: Na -
TARS: AMGT, ™U

SURJECT: MESSAGE OF APPRECTATION

IDE, YNUR SUPPORT NF vaADM SCNTT REDD'S INITIAL VISIT TO
Nnvan CaAn ONLY BE DESCRIRED AS SUPERLATIVE, ON SHORT
~(:TICE, YOU PUT TOGETWER THE BEST SHIPROARD RECEPTION
THAT I AND SEVERAL OTHERS WAVE EVER SEEN, PLEASE EXTEND
“v PFRSONAL APPRECIATION TO ALL INVOLVEC, THE IMMACULATE
PeGE 2 RUMPSGGI872 UNCLAS MUSCAT 721396

CONDITION OF THE SHIP, THE ESPRIT DE CORPS QF THE
TFFICERS AND MEN, AND THE QUALITY, TASTE AND
PEESERTATION OF THF FOOD WERE THE RIGHT RECIPE FOR &
TRulLY PROFESSIONAL PERFORMANCE, YOUR EFFORTS CONTRIBUTED
NMOT NRlLY TO A SUCCESSFUL VISIT FOR COMUSNAVCENT BUT WENT
¢ LONG WAY TO SUPPORT QUR MISSION IN THE SULTANATE, WE
iiPE TN SEE THE USS VANDEGRIFT AGAIN IN OMAN WHEN SHE
AELINYS TO THE REGION, FAIR WINDS AND FOLLOWING SEAS,

“H tFARED
SER S —
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VICZICLOARRR08 LNararang

RTTUZYUW RHPAAAVSA49 Q9611 3AmUllUlim=RiIHASIHIL,
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FM USS VANDEGRIFT

T0 CDM!EVENTHFLT//G12//

FHTNC NORFOLK VA//R8//

INFO CINCPACFLT PEARL HARBAR HT//NtiBp//
CTF SEVEN FIVE

TU SFVEN FIVE PT NINE PT THRFE LR
COMNAVSURFPAC SAM DIEGO rA//NBIPA//
COMNAVBASE 8AN DIEGO CA//NS//

NAVMEDTACEN WASHINGTON DC//32//

CHINFO: WASHINGTON NC//@B/NNS//

MAVSTA SAN DIEGO CA//NRYP//
COMGESQGN*THREE THREE

NAVINFONEST LOS ANGELES CA//JJJ//

NAVINFO MIOWEST CHICAGO TL//JJ1//

NAVINFO "SOUWEST DALLAS Tx//JJJ//
NAVINFOSSOUEAST ATLANTA GA//JJJ//
NAVINFO-ZASH NEW YDRK NY//3JJ3//
NAV!NFD*HE*!NG BOSTON MAZ/1J0//

RT. .

UNCLAS: }IN9572B//
Msarn/stﬂiaﬂtN/VAHDEGRIFT//
SURJ/PRESS-RELEASE//
PBC/P!IH@?LYJG/VANOEGRIFT/LOC: WFSTPAC /=// )
ﬂnxali. FQL PRESREL SURMYTTED FOR APPRNVAL AND IMMEDTATE RFLFASE:

USSEVANDEGRIFT MAKES GONDWILL VISTTS TO'
STNGAPORE AND THE RFPURLTIEC NF THE PHILIPPINES
BY LT JASON D PARBRTANN

0 :uﬁtna A HIGHLY SUCCESSFUI ARARTAN GULF DFPLOYMENT, USS

VAmcgsgrg#*eth-ma) RECENT|.Y MADE PORT CALLS ON THE ISLAND NATYONS

- QAROAE: AND THE RFPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES, _

'ER THREPZ MONTHS OF DUTY IM THF ARABTAN rqu, SINGAPNRF

BB A WELL DESERVED RESPITE FNR THE ENTIRE CREW, DURING.
*zaaea'nxncn ngIT FVFRY CRFWMEMBER HAD THE DPPQRTUMITY

; !!V!O*Tn! SIXLBRS IN STYLF ANh TREATED THEM TN EXCELLENT
8!!£1QCULAR SHOPPING DPPORTUNTTIES AND CUISINE RANGING

» Pznrnsn UPKEER AND IMPROVEMENTS ON THE AMERICAN
THOUT EXCEPTION THE ENTIRE VANNPEGRIFT CREW FOUND

804NG SUP_EQWESCRMD c1c0 CTC ep,j. , .
( RM? csc SM1 GMF AIG CHeP CNP Yommmmee
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SINGAPORE TO BE A TRUE JEWEL NF TuWfF NOTIFNT,
_FOLLOWING A SHORT UNDERWAY PERINL, THF HIGHLIGHT NF WHICH_WAS
THP CRONSSING OF THF EQUATOR= A FTRST FNi& NVER HALF NF THE CREW,
VANDEGRIFT RETURNED TO THE PHILIPPTINFS FNR THF FIRST TIME IN QOVER
FIVE YZARS-FOR A FTVE DAY VISIT Ale@S APRIL, WHILF PREVIOUS PORT
CALLS HAD BEEN TN SURIC RAY, THIS TIMF VANNREGRTFT MONRFD IN NOWNTOWN
MANTLAL WITH NUMERNUS VANDFGRIFT SATLNRS HAVINGA FAMILY AND FRIFNNS
LIVING: IN THE PHILYPPINES, THIS PORT A5 A PRE=HNMECAMING FOR SOMF OF
THE CR!!.
THECITY TURNED OUT WTTH NPEN 4R 'S, VANDEGRIFT WAS MET PIFRSIDE
RY A CROWD OF WELL WISHERS AND EVERYWHFPF WER SATLNRS WEMT THEY WERF
MET- WITN UNMATCHED HOSPITALITY. THF FRFi: NAT ONLY FXPLORFD THE
CAPITAL, BUT ALSO CAPTURED THE TRUF FLAVNR OF THF COUNTRY RY
TRAVELING YO OTHER CITIES THROUGHO!'T THF ISLAND AF LUZON. HIGHLIGHTS
INCLUDED TOURS OF THE TSLAND FNRTRFSS NF CNRREGIDOR, RAFTING IN THF
MOUNfA!ﬂ’ AND SIMPLY EXPLORING THF wFa81 TH NF CULTURE THE CNOAUNTRY HAS
TO OFFER, .
PN ANSEQGRIFT SATLORS ALSO ENJNYFD GFTTING TN KNNW THE PEOPLF NF
W IINES, WHETHER IT WAS PRNOVIDING SHIPROARD TOURS TO WTYDE
!YEQ@Q&!‘E'!N OR PLAYING SOFTBALL, BASKETBALL AND GOLF WITH THF
PHILIPPINE  NAVY, VANDEGRIFTS VISTT GAVF NEW MEANING TO THE TERM
; QOLLOWQNG A JOINT NAVAL FXFRCISE WITH THF PHILIPPINE NAVY,
I8 ON HER WAY TO PEARL HARBNR ENROUTE TO HER FINAL

:_*xaaﬂlu “THE® CREW ANXYJOUSLY CNUNTS THF NAYS TNWARDS HOME, THEY ALL
; PENG BACK WITH THEM WARM MFMNRTIFS NF THETR VISTTS YO

QREEAND: THE PHILIPPINES,

ANBEBRIFT IS TRAVELING IN COMPANY WITH USS JARRETT (FFG=33),
SEPORTED IN SAN_DIEGO. AND LSS NDAVID R RAY (DDG=971),

8 IN LONG BEACH, CA

~;pns nl!t!p IO CHINFDN ASAPRYS VIA SEPCNR.

- f~*nonro OLD-FILF ven:pzeo. ROST DELETELNS2 HCICH . :
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TOD 1611422 TOP 1611402 1609402 APR 95
VZCZCLOABRO18 LOAAGQBQ18

RTTUZYUW RHOABCA3182 1068940=UUUU==RURPSUU,
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FM USS VANDEGRIFT 9)
TO COMTHIRDFLT
INFO CINCPACFLT PEARL HARBQOR HI//NB1PA//
TU SEVEN FIVE PT NINE PT THREE
COMNAVSURFPAC SAN DIEGO CA//NO{PA//
COMNAVBASE SAN DIEGO CA//NS//
NAVMEDTACEN WASHINGTON DC//32//
CHINFO WASHINGTON DC//9@//NNS//
NAVSTA SAN DIEGO CA//N@IP//
FHTNC NORFOLK VA//00//
COMDESRON THREE THREE
HSL FOUR SEVEN NORTH ISLAND CA
NAVINFO WEST LOS ANGELES CA//JJJ//
NAVINFO MIDWEST CHICAGO IL//JJJ//
NAVINFO SOUWEST DALLAS TX//JJJ//
NAVINFO SOUEAST ATLANTA GA//JJJ//
NAVINFO EAST NEW YORK NY//JJJ//
NAVINFO NEWENG BOSTON MA//JJJ//
BT
UNCLAS  //N@S5720//
MSGID/GENADMIN/VANDEGRIFT//
SUBJ/PRESS RELEASE//
POC/PAYNE/LTJG/VANDEGRIFT/LOCS WESTPAC/=//
RMKS/1, FOL PRESREL SUBMITTED FOR APPROVAL AND IMMEDIATE RELEASE!
USS VANDEGRIFT RETURNS HOME TO
TEARS AND CHEERS FROM FAMILY AND FRIENDS
BY LT JASON D RABBINO
THE FIRST RAYS OF DAWN BURST OVER THE HORIZON, THE FINAL STRANDS
OF "COLORS" DRIFTED OVER THWE BAY AND USS VANDEGRIFT (FFGe=48) CAME
SAILING BACK INTO SAN DIEGO BAY ON THE MORNING OF APRIL 25, HER
EMOTIONAL RETURN PIERSIDE AT 32ND ST NAVAL STATION MARKED THE END OF
A SPECTACULARLY SUCCESSFUL SIX MONTH WESTPAC DEPLOYMENT FOR THE

. WORLD'S FINEST WARSHIP,

FOLLOWING A DEMANDING SUMMER OF WORKUPS AND SPECIAL PROJECTS,
VANDEGRIFT CAST OFF FROM PIER ONE ON THE MORNING OF 25 OCTOBER 1994
NEXT STOP: THE ARABIAN GULF, THE DEMANDS OF DEPLOYMENT BEGAN
IMMEDIATELY WITH THE SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF A MIDDLE EAST FORCE
EXERCISE (MEFEX) ENROUTE TO PEARL HARBOR,

A QUICK STOPOVER IN HAWAII AND VANDEGRIFT WAS ON HER WAY TO
JAPAN, TYPHOON ZELDA THREATENED TO RAIN ON THE PARADE, BUY THE
TRANSIT TO SASEBO, JAPAN WOUND UP BEING A VERY SMOOTH ONE, FOR THE
NEXT FIVE DAYS VANDEGRIFT SAILORS WERE ABLE TO WORK WITH THEIR
JAPANESE COUNTERPARTS IN PREPARING FOR A US=JAPAN COMBINED NAVAL
EXERCISE, NOT ONLY DID THE CREW RECEIVE UNMATCHED JAPANESE '

@ @ CSNG SUP A0¥ @CICO ciIc

ADM MED LT RM2 @ CSC SM1 GMF AZG Vcno ~—— COPYe—
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HOSPITALITY WHILE IN THE CITY, BUT THEY GAINED INVALUABLE EXPERIENCE
FROM wORKING WITH A TRULY PROFESSIONAL NAVAL ALLY,

NEXT CAME LIBERTY IN HONG KONG WHERE CUSTOM MADE CLOTHING, CARVED
JEWELRY BOXES AND OF COURSE, CHINESE FOOD, MANAGED TO GIVE EVERYONE
AN OPPORTUNITY TO FIND SOMETHING FOR THEM IN THIS EXCITING, FAST
PACED CITY WHERE EAST REALLY DOES MEET WEST,

WHILE TRANSITING THE INDIAN OCEAN VANDEGRIFT WAS PUT TO ONE OF
HER MOST CHALLENGING TESTS TO DATE, RESPONDING TO A DISTRESS CALL
FROM A JAPANESE MERCHANT VESSEL, VANDEGRIFT IMMEDIATELY SWUNG INTO
ACTION, WITHIN MINUTES THE SHIP'S EMBARKED SH=6@B HELICOPTER WAS
AIRBORNE AND ENROUTE TO THE FREIGHTER TO PROVIDE EMERGENCY TRANSPORT
TO A CRITICALLY INJURED SEAMAN, AT THE SAME TIME THE SHIP CLOSED AT
FLANK SPEED TO FUEL THE AIRCRAFT FOR THE NEXT LEG OF ITS JOURNEY,
HOVERING OVER THE MERCHANTMAN THE AIRCRAFT LOWERED VANDEGRIFT!'S
CORPSMAN AND AN AIRCREWMAN TO THE PITCHING DECK BELOW, AFTER
STABILIZING THE PATIENT'S CONDITION THE MEDICAL TEAM HOISTED HIM BACK
INTO THE AIRCRAFT AND WERE ON THEIR WAY TO A HOSPITAL IN WESTERN S8RI
LANKA= OVER 308 MILES AWAY, WHEN THE PATIENT WENT INTO CARDIAC
ARREST 45 MINUTES FROM LANDING THWE HERQIC EFFORTS OF THE VANDEGRIFT
SAILORS PROVIDED LIFE SUSTAINING CPR FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE FLIGHT,
THE SUCCESS OF THIS RESCUE MISSIONS WAS A TRUE TESTAMENT TO THE HWARD
WORK AND TRAINING OF THE ENTIRE CREW, AT DAY!'!S END IT WAS A TIRED BUT
SATISFIED SHIP THAT RECEIVED WELL DESERVED CONGRATULATIONS FROM
COMSEVENTHFLT,

ARRIVING ON STATION IN THE PERSIAN GULF, VANDEGRIFT ASSUMED A
CENTRAL ROLE AS PART OF THE UNITED NATIONS MULTINATIONAL FORCES
ENFORCING ECONOMIC SANCTIONS AGAINST IRAQ, PROVIDING AIR AND SURFACE
SURVEILLANCE THROUGHOUT THE GULF, VANDEGRIFT PLAYED A KEY ROLE IN
SUPPORTING UN SANCTIONS AND OUR ALLIES IN THE REGION AS WELL, ONE OF
THE MISSION'S DRAMATIC HIGHLIGHTS WAS VANDEGRIFT'S DAY LONG PURSUIT
OF A SANCTIONS VIOLATOR ATTEMPTING TO SAIL AWAY FROM A UN DETENTION
AREA, AFTER THE SHIP AND HELICOPTER CHASED THE VESSEL THROUGHOUT THE
NIGHT, DAYLIGHT SAW THE ARRIVAL OF HELICOPTER GUNSHIPS AND A SPECIAL
OPERATIONS TEAM, WHILE VANDEGRIFY POSITIONED HERSELF TO BLOCK ANY
ATTEMPT AT ESCAPE THE SPECIAL OPERATIONS TEAM BOARDED THE VESSEL FROM
HOVERING HELICOPTERS AND QUICKLY AND SAFELY RETURNED IT TO UN CONTROL

IN A CEREMONY FOLLOWING CENTURIES OF TRADITION, CDR JOSEPM A,
CORSI RELIEVED CDR DAVID C, HARRISON AS VANDEGRIFT'S COMMANDING

WHILE UNDERWAY IN THE NORTHERN ARABIAN GULF ON JANUARY 7, 199§,

PORT VISITS WHILE IN THE GULF INCLUDED BAHRAIN, JEBEL ALI, UNITED
ARAB EMIRATES, AND RAS AL KHAIMAH, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES, WHILE
INPORT VANDEGRIFTY HAD THE HONOR OF HOSTING A RECEPTION FOR THE SULTAN
OF RAS AL KHAIMAH, EACH PORT ALLOWED THE OPPORTUNITY TO GET TO KNOW
THE PEOPLE OF THE GULF STATES AND TO EXPERIENCE THE UNIQUE AMBIENCE
OF THESE HISTORIC CULTURES,

THE FINAL MILESTONE OF OPERATIONS IN THE REGION WAS VANDEGRIFT!S
PARTICIPATION IN A TWO WEEK LONG COMBINED ANTISUBMARINE EXERCISE
INTEGRATING ALL FACETS OF NAVAL OPERATIONS, HONING ITS SKILLS IN
COORDINATION WITH THE USS CONSTELLATION (Cv=64) BATTLE GROUP,USS LAKE.
ERIE (CG=70), USS DAVID R RAY (DD=971) AND USS TOPEKA (SSN=7S54), THE
VANDEGRIFT TEAM RECEIVED HIGHW PRAISE AND SERVED NOTICE THAT, NO
MATTER WHAT THE SITUATION, IT IS SECOND TO NONE,

UNCLASSIFIED ' ROUTINE
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AFTER THREE DEMANDING MONTHS OF SAILING IN THE GULF IT WAS OFF 7O
MUSCAT, OMAN WHERE VANDEGRIFT HAD THE PRIVLEDGE OF HOSTING A SECOND
RECEPTION ONBOARD, THIS TIME FOR THE US AMBASSADOR TO OMAN AND VADM
REDD, COMUSNAVCENT, TIRELESS EFFORTS BY THE CREW RESULTED IN THE SHIP
LOOKING HER FINEST AND EARNING HIGH PRAISE FROM BOTH THE AMBASSADOR
AND VADM REDD,

SINGAPORE WAS VANDEGRIFT!'!S NEXT STOP AND HAD SOMETHING FOR
EVERYONE, A SHOPPER'S PARADISE, A GOURMET!'S DELIGHT, OR JUST
ALLOWING A TIRED SAILOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO REST ALONGSIDE A SWIMMING
POOL= SINGAPORE OFFERED IT ALL, WHILE WORKING HARD TO GET THE SHIP
READY FOR THE FINAL TRANSIT HOME THE CREW STILL MANAGED TO FIND TIME
TO SOAK IN THE HOSPITALITY AND EXCITEMENT OF THIS TRUE JEWEL OF THE
ORIENT,

RETURNING TO THE REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES AFTER MORE THAN FIVE
YEARS, VANDEGRIFT PASSED BY MER OLD ANCHORAGE IN SUBIC BAY AND TIED
UP PIERSIDE IN DOWNTOWN MANILA, THE ENTHUSIASTIC CROWD CHEERING HER
ARRIVAL PIERSIDE SERVED NOTICE THAT MANILA WAS HAPPY TO WELCOME THE
NAVY BACK TO TOWN, THE ENTIRE CITY TURNED OUT IN A TREMENDOUS DISPLAY
OF GOODWILL AND FRIENDSHIP, WHETHER THEY STAYED IN MANILA AND
EXPLORED THE CITY OR JOURNEYED OUT TO SEE THE EXOTIC SITES AROUND THE
ISLAND OF LUZON, THE ENTIRE CREW FOUND THE PHILIPPINES TO BE A GREAT
ADVENTURE AND A TERRIFIC PORT OF CALL,

THE REMAINDER OF THE TRANSIT HOMEWARD WAS FILLED WITH THOUGHTS OF
FAMILY AND FRIENDS AS WELL AS THE DEMANDING TASK OF GETTING THE SHIP
READY FOR HOMECOMING, EVERY SAILOR ONBOARD GAVE IT HWIS ALL TO MAKE
VANDEGRIFT THE SHOWPLACE OF THE FLEET,

YET, THOUGH THEIR EFFORTS SUCCEEDED BEYOND EXPECTATIONS, THERE
WERE FEW THAT COULD CONFESS TO STARING AT THE SHIP'S CONDITION AS
VANDEGRIFT SENT ACROSS ITS BROW IN SAN DIEGO= ALL EYES WERE ON THE
PIER, BACK IN THE ARMS QF LOVED ONES ONCE AGAIN THE VANDEGRIFT
SAILORS TRULY UNDERSTOOD WHAT THEY HAD GONE TO SEA FOR AND REALIZED
THAT, AT LONG LAST, THEY WERE FINALLY HOME,

VANDEGRIFT CONDUCTED HER WESTPAC AS PART OF A THREE SHMIP SURFACE
ACTION GROUP COLLECTIVELY KNOWN AS "THE THREE AMIGOS", HER FELLOW
"AMIGOS" WERE USS JARRETT (FFG=33), ALSO HOMEPORTED IN SAN DIEGO, AND
USS DAVID R RAY (DD=~971), HOMEPORTED IN LONG BEACH, CA,

2, FHTNC HOLD FILE VERIFIED,// ’
BT
3182
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From: Commanding Officer, USS VANDEGRIFT (FFG-48)
To:  Chief of Naval Operations (NO9BH) (Charles T. Creekman Jr.)

Subj:  COMMAND HISTORY FOR 1996

Ref:  (a) OPNAVINST 5750.12E

Encl (1) 1996 VANDEGRIFT COMMAND HISTORY
1. Per reference (a), enclosure (1) is forwarded.

2. Please contact SK3 (SW) Jason W. Endress, PAO, at (619) 556-3934 if you have any

questions. ,
D. S. ARMSTRONG



USS VANDEGRIFT 1996 COMMAND HISTORY

Part T

The mission of USS VANDEGRIFT (FFG-48) is "To provide self
defense and effectively supplement planned and existing escorts
in the protection of underway replenishment groups, amphibious
forces and military and mercantile shipping against subsurface,
air and surface threats; to conduct ASW operations in conjunction
with other control forces tasked to ensure our use of essential
sea lanes of communications; and be the best at it." From 01
January to 04 November 1996, VANDEGRIFT was commanded by CDR
Joseph A. Corsi. From 05 November to 31 December 1996,
VANDEGRIFT was commanded by CDR David S. Armstrong. VANDEGRIFT
was homeported in San Diego, CA and was under the administrative
command of Commander, Destroyer Squadron Two-Three, "The Little
Beavers".

Part TT
The following events occurred during 1996.

//2€E;: Event:

=" 01-09 Jan Holiday leave periods end, preps for underway
10 Jan U/W Seal Beach
11 Jan Ammo onload, U/W NAVSTA San Diego, Ca

16 Jan-02 Feb TSTA II
22 Jan-26 Jan U/W SOCAL TSTA II
29 Jan-02 Feb U/W SOCAL TSTA II

12-16 Feb U/W SOCAL TSTA III

16-18 Feb Visit ship (Broadway Pier)

19 Feb U/W NAVSTA San Diego, Ca

25 Feb GENERAL QUARTERS!!! USNS YANO breaks mooring lines
causing hull damage to AMR 3, CCS, and COC areas:

26-28 Feb Final Evaluation Period (FEP) conducted pierside”
as Fast Cruise

17-21 Mar U/W PACNORWEST

21 Mar Missilex 96-5

21-26 Mar U/W SOCAL

21-23 Mar IERA

24-26 Mar Mini-MEFEX Phase II (SOCAL OPAREA)

26-29 Mar Deperming at SUBBASE Pt. Loma, Ca

29 Mar U/W NAVSTA San Diego, Ca

01-09 Apr CSRR (Inport)

05 Apr U/W SOCAL for CSRR

02 Apr-09 May IMAV

08-12 Apr CSOSS Implementation

08-12 Apr LMA

12 Apr-06 May Pre-Deployment Leave

01 May FCC Dunlop Commissioning Ceremony

01 May . Ship's Picnic

07 May Fast Cruise



07-8 May Industrial Hygiene Survey

09 May BSA North Island

10 May Dependent's Day Cruise

13 May Commence WESTPAC '96

13-19 May U/W Pearl Harbor, HI

13-19 May Operations with USS ANTIETAM and USS REID
19-21 May I/P Pearl Harbor, HI

20 May Replace 76 mm Barrel

22 May-03 Jun U/W Hong Kong

03-07 Jun I/P Hong Kong

08-12 Jun U/W Lumut, Malaysia

13-17 Jun I/P Lumut, Malaysia

18-24 Jun U/W Karachi, Pakistan

24-27 Jun Exercise Inspired Siren with Pakistan
25-27 Jun I/P Karachi, Pakistan

28 Jun-03 Jul U/W Bahrain

04-07 Jul I/P Bahrain, MMS onload

08 Jul-02 Aug U/W in the Arabian Gulf conducting MIO and MPS
MODLOC protection

25-29 Jul X0 Turnover

03-07 Aug Exercise Red Reef with Saudi Arabian Navy

08-15 Aug U/W MPS MODLOC protection

17-23 Aug I/P Bahrain, SRU Availability

22 Aug Ship's picnic ASU Bahrain

24 Aug-07 Sep U/W SAG/CAG

29 Aug Escort MPS through SOH

30 Aug Return through SOH

01 Sep RDVZ with ARG for SOH transit. ARG
extended/transit delayed UFN.

01-04 Sep ARG protection in CVOA 2

05-07 Sep MIO

07-16 Sep Exercise Neon Falcon with Bahrain Navy,
USS LABOON, and HMS Edinburgh

17-26 Sep U/W MIO, Plane Guard Operations

22 Sep Combined VINSON/ENTERPRISE Battle Group PHOTOEX

24-27 Sep Escorting USS ARDENT and USS DEXTROUS

26 Sep SOH transit

01 Oct Outchop to Seventh Fleet

04 Oct Shellback Ceremony

04 Oct Swim call

12-16 Oct Albany, Australia

17-21 Oct U/W Enroute Sydney, Australia

22-24 Oct Sydney, Australia

25-30 Oct U/W Fiji

30 Oct I/P Suva, Fiji (BSF) for fueling and PAX onload

30 Oct-5 Nov U/W Pearl Harbor, Hi
31 Oct-04 Nov PCO turnover

05 Nov Change of Command (U/W)
05-06 Nov . I/P Pearl Harbor, HI
07-13 Nov U/W San Diego, Ca



07-13 Nov Tiger Cruise

13 Nov Homecoming San Diego, Ca

13 Nov-11 Dec Post Deployment Standdown

25 Nov-13 Dec SIMA I/FVMF Availability

17 Dec-31 Dec Holiday Leave and Upkeep Period



PART III
01 Jan-18 Feb

19-25 Feb

26—-28 Feb

29 Feb-21 Mar

When the crew of VANDEGRIFT returned to the ship
from holiday leave and upkeep, they were welcomed
with one of the busiest portions of the deployment
training cycle. After a short trip to Seal Beach
for weapons onload, the ship returned to San Diego
for Tailored Ship Training Availability (TSTA) II
and TSTA III. It was during these assessment
periods that VANDEGRIFT began to show her true
colors. The ship continuously demonstrated her
readiness by the superior Final Evaluation Period
(FEP) level training. The crew finished off their
underway time by returning to Broadway Pier in
downtown San Diego for a weekend of visit ship,
allowing civilians to see one of the finest ships
in the harbor.

After a weekend on display downtown, VANDEGRIFT
was underway for a short period to move to Pier 1
NAVSTA, the next week being the last chance for
training prior to FEP. The night before FEP the
weather was rough. High winds caused the USNS
YANO, a Ro-Ro moored at NASSCO, to part all lines
except number six. The large cargo ship swung out
in the wind and into VANDEGRIFT and USS TISDALE,
also moored at Pier 1. This caused considerable -
damage to VANDEGRIFT. E
The examining team waived the requirement to get
underway, so long as VANDEGRIFT simulate being
underway. For the next three days lookouts were
reporting contacts driving over Coronado Bridge,
the bridge and Combat Information Center were
manned, and the ship was at MOPP II requiring all
hands to carry gas masks. After all of the s
drills, combat systems evaluations, and
engineering evolutions, VANDEGRIFT was given a
final grade of excellent with the evaluators
commenting on how they and the crew seemed to
think they were really underway.

After FEP the ship was scheduled to participate in
training with the CARL VINSON battle group as part
of the Middle East Forces Exercise (MEFEX),
however, despite three ten hour shifts a day by
NASSCO workers repairing the hull damage,
VANDEGRIFT was unable to get underway. This
proved to be the only time in 1996 that VANDEGRIFT
was unable to meet an operational commitment. Two
days after repairs were completed, VANDEGRIFT took
in all lines and headed for PACNORWEST. Once off
the coast of Oregon and Washington, the crew once
again showed their expertise as VANDEGRIFT



operated with USS ARKANSAS, USS CALIFORNIA and USS
CAMDEN in a training exercise. This exercise
included U.S. Air Force aircraft for a missile
shoot. The aircraft were used for air target
engagement training while drones were launched for
actual missile firing. VANDEGRIFT's Combat
Systems department had the best missile shot of, -
the three guided missile ships, with a positive
kill while the other ships' missiles were all
evaluated as ineffective.

22-29 Mar Once the missile shoot was completed, VANDEGRIFT
turned back toward San Diego, but not for an idle
cruise. Members of DESRON 23 were onboard for an
ISIC Engineering Readiness Assessment (IERA).
Throughout the return trip the engineers showed
their ability to handle engineering casualties and
Main Space Fires. Upon return to SOCAL,
VANDEGRIFT did not pull in to port immediately.
She dropped off the IERA team and picked up riders
for a two day MEFEX. When the ship finally
returned to port, it was for four days of hard
work at the deperming pier at SUBBASE Pt. Loma,
where the crew showed their determination and hard
work by completing deperming preparations faster
than the magnetic silencing facility had ever
seen. Upon completion, VANDEGRIFT returned to
Pier 4 for the short period remaining until
WESTPAC.

30 Mar-06 May The final weeks before deployment were filled with

Supply department's LMA, Combat System's CSRR and
CSOSS implementation, and an IMA availability.
The crew had a few chances during this time to ,
relax, most notable being the commissioning -
ceremony of FCC Dunlop and the subsequent ship's
picnic.

07-12 May Just prior to deployment VANDEGRIFT was busy with
a fast cruise, weapons onload at North Island, and
the Dependent's Day Cruise. The Dependent's Day
Cruise was special, not only because the families
of the crew were along for the ride, but also
residents of Solana Beach, VANDEGRIFT's sponsor
city.

13 May-03 Jun On the morning of Monday, 13 May 1996, VANDEGRIFT
took in all lines and began her six month
deployment to the Arabian Gulf. On the first legs
of this trip, the crew was constantly training.

On the way to Hawaii, USS ANTIETAM and USS RIED

were in company and the schedule of events was
. full. In Pearl Harbor, VANDEGRIFT met with

another ship of her SAG, USS RUSSELL, and



continued on after a brief stop for fuel, stores,
and a barrel for the 76 mm gun.

03 Jun-03 Jul The first week of June VANDEGRIFT and RUSSELL
pulled in to Hong Kong. The crews were given a
few days of rest at their first liberty port.
Following this brief stop the ships headed toward
the Straits of Malacca where they split up with
VANDEGRIFT visiting Lumut, Malaysia and RUSSELL
pulling in to Phuket, Thailand. While in Lumut
the crew experienced the hospitality of the
Malaysians while the ship received some minor
voyage repairs from the local shipyard. On the
morning VANDEGRIFT got underway CDR Corsi proudly
frocked the newly advanced E-4's through E-6's and
announced three CAP selectees EN! [JQIGN BM2
and GSM2 SIS} oOnce underway the mood started
getting a bit more serious as, prior to pulling in
to Karachi, VANDEGRIFT crossed in to the Fifth
Fleet area and an increased defense posture. This
did not, however, adversely affect the highly
successful exercise Inspired Siren. The exercise
was part of an ongoing joint exercise to continue
improving relations in the area. Upon completion
it was clear that VANDEGRIFT's crew was capable of
professionalism under any circumstances.

04 Jul-01 Oct Upon entering the Arabian Gulf VANDEGRIEFT
continually proved her ability to get the job
done. Starting with getting underway early to
relieve another ship that was non-mission capable,
and continuing until exiting the Gulf in
September, VANDEGRIFT showed the flexibility,
determination and resourcefulness that seem to
have characterized 1996. On several occasions ¢he
crew was given as little as thirty minutes notice
of tasking changes to conduct Maritime
Interception Operations in the North Arabian Gulf,
MPS protection in the Southern Arabian Gulf,
Amphibious Readiness Group Escort, or plane guard
with USS CARL VINSON. Throughout the entire time
in the Gulf, VANDEGRIFT never missed an
operational commitment and even filled those of
other ships. For continued foreign relations, the
crew participated in exercises Red Reef and Neon
Falcon with the Saudi Arabian and Bahraini navies,
respectively. While underway the ship welcomed
aboard a new executive officer, LCDR Clay Sellers,
and bid farewell to LCDR John Mehki. At 0501 on
the morning of 01 OCT, VANDEGRIFT left the Fifth

. Fleet area.
01-30 Oct The month of October was a welcome chance to



31 Oct-12 Nov

13 Nov

13 Nov-31 Dec

relax. VANDEGRIFT was now on her way to
Australia. On 04 OCT there were 74 new
Shellbacks initiated and VANDEGRIFT's only swim
call for WESTPAC '96. On 12 OCT 1996,
VANDEGRIFT's crew finally reached their well
deserved reward, Australia. In their two port
visits of Albany and Sydney, Australia, the crew’
had a chance to see some beautiful sights and
experience amazing things ranging from waters

off the coast of Australia to holding a koala and
petting kangaroos. Once two port visits in
Australia were finished, VANDEGRIFT headed for
Suva, Fiji and one more major change before the
end of 1996.

For the next week CDR J.A. Corsi introduced

CDR David Armstrong, his relief, to VANDEGRIFT.
On 05 Nov, prior to arriving in Pearl Harbor, CDR
Armstrong assumed command during an underway
Change of Command ceremony. CDR Corsi left soon
after arrival in Hawaii, headed for shore duty in
San Diego. Before leaving Pearl Harbor,
VANDEGRIFT welcomed aboard some temporary :
additions to the crew -- TIGERS. For the next
week family and friends of crew members would
learn a little of what it meant to be on
deployment on one of the finest ships in the
fleet.

Cn the morning of Wednesday, 13 November 1996,
VANDEGRIFT returned to her home port of San Diego
amid the cheers and tears of family and friends.
Another deployment was over with everyone
returning safe. :
The remainder of 1996 was the final reward for tde
crew of VANDEGRIFT, with all but three weeks being
spent in post deployment and holiday leave
periods. It was a needed time to regroup and
prepare for the next work up cycle which had
already begun.
































